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6ÌÓÊÖÔÌɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ2ÜÔÔÌÙɯƖƔƖƚɯ ÕÛÐÊÚȭɯ(ÛɯÐÚɯÞÐÛÏɯÚÖÔÌɯÍÌÌÓÐÕÎÚɯÖÍɯÚÈËÕÌÚÚɯÛÏÈÛɯ(ɯ

×ÜÉÓÐÚÏɯÛÏÐÚɯÐÚÚÜÌȮɯÉÌÊÈÜÚÌɯÖÕÌɯÖÍɯÔàɯÎÙÌÈÛɯ ÕÛÐÊÚɯ$ËÐÛÖÙɯ×ÙÌËÌÊÌÚÚÖÙÚȮɯ1ÏÖËÌÚɯ/ÌÌÓÌȮɯÑÜÚÛɯ

×ÈÚÚÌËɯÈÞÈàɯÐÕɯ)ÜÓàȭɯ1ÏÖËÌÚɯÔÈËÌɯÚÜÊÏɯÈɯÉÐÎɯËÐřÌÙÌÕÊÌɯÐÕɯ ÓÈÉÈÔÈɯÊÏÌÚÚɯÍÖÙɯÚÖɯÔÈÕàɯ

àÌÈÙÚɯÈÕËɯÐÕɯÚÖɯÔÈÕàɯÞÈàÚȭɯ3ÏÌÙÌÍÖÙÌȮɯ(ɯÏÖ×ÌɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÐÚɯ ÕÛÐÊÚȮɯÞÏÐÊÏɯ(ɀÔɯËÌËÐÊÈÛÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÏÐÚɯ

ÔÌÔÖÙàȮɯÞÐÓÓɯÏÌÓ×ɯ×ÙÌÚÌÙÝÌɯÏÐÚɯÓÌÎÈÊàȭ 

 

&ÜÌÚÛɯÊÖÕÛÙÐÉÜÛÖÙÚɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÐÚɯÐÚÚÜÌɯÐÕÊÓÜËÌɯ/ÈÜÓɯ-ÈÎÌÙȮɯ3ÖÔɯ#ÌÕÛÖÕȮɯ#ÖÜÎɯ2ÛÙÖÜÛȮɯ

ÈÕËɯ"ÈÌÚÈÙɯ+ÈÞÙÌÕÊÌȭɯ6ÌɯÏÈÝÌɯÛÖÜÙÕÈÔÌÕÛɯÙÌ×ÖÙÛÚȮɯ ÓÈÉÈÔÈɯÊÏÌÚÚɯÚÜÊÊÌÚÚɯÚÛÖÙÐÌÚȮɯÈÕËɯ

ÕÖÚÛÈÓÎÐÈɯÎÈÓÖÙÌȭɯ!ÌàÖÕËɯÛÏÌɯÜÚÜÈÓɯɁ3ÐÔÌɯ,ÈÊÏÐÕÌɂɯÍÌÈÛÜÙÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ2ÜÔÔÌÙɯ ÕÛÐÊÚȮɯ(ɯÈÓÚÖɯ

ÊÖÔ×ÐÓÌËɯÈɯÏÐÚÛÖÙàɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ ÓÈÉÈÔÈɯ'ÐÎÏɯ2ÊÏÖÖÓɤ2ÊÏÖÓÈÚÛÐÊɯ(ÕËÐÝÐËÜÈÓɯ"ÏÈÔ×ÐÖÕÚÏÐ×ɯÈÓÓɯ

ÛÏÌɯÞÈàɯÉÈÊÒɯÛÖɯƕƝƛƖȭɯ ÕËȮɯÖÍɯÊÖÜÙÚÌȮɯÛÏÐÚɯ ÕÛÐÊÚɯÞÖÜÓËÕɀÛɯÉÌɯÊÖÔ×ÓÌÛÌɯÞÐÛÏÖÜÛɯÈɯÚ×ÌÊÐÈÓɯ

ÛÙÐÉÜÛÌɯÛÖɯ1ÏÖËÌÚɯ/ÌÌÓÌȭ 

 

+ÌÛɯÔÌɯÈÕÕÖÜÕÊÌɯÛÏÌɯÔÌÔÉÌÙÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÜ×ÊÖÔÐÕÎɯƖƔƖƚɯÊÓÈÚÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ ÓÈÉÈÔÈɯ"ÏÌÚÚɯ

'ÈÓÓɯÖÍɯ%ÈÔÌȯɯ ÕËÙÌÞɯ6ÏÈÛÓÌàɯÈÕËɯ1ÐÊÏɯ!ÌÓÓÌááÈȭɯ3ÏÌÚÌɯÛÞÖɯÙÌÔÈÙÒÈÉÓÌɯÐÕËÐÝÐËÜÈÓÚɯ

ÞÐÓÓɯÉÌɯÐÕËÜÊÛÌËɯÐÕɯÈɯÉÙÐÌÍɯÊÌÙÌÔÖÕàɯËÜÙÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯ "%ɯ ÕÕÜÈÓɯ,ÌÔÉÌÙÚÏÐ×ɯ,ÌÌÛÐÕÎɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯ

ÚÛÈÛÌɯÊÏÈÔ×ÐÖÕÚÏÐ×ȭɯ ÕËɯÚ×ÌÈÒÐÕÎɯÖÍɯÛÏÈÛȯɯÛÏÌɯ ÓÈÉÈÔÈɯ2ÛÈÛÌɯ"ÏÌÚÚɯ"ÏÈÔ×ÐÖÕÚÏÐ×ɯÐÚɯ

ÕÖÞɯÓÌÚÚɯÛÏÈÕɯÈɯÔÖÕÛÏɯÈÞÈàȭɯ(ÛɯÞÐÓÓɯÉÌɯÖÕɯ ÜÎÜÚÛɯƖƜ-ƗƔɯÈÛɯ ÜÉÜÙÕɯ4ÕÐÝÌÙÚÐÛàȰɯÙÌÎÐÚÛÌÙɯ

ÌÈÙÓàɯÛÖɯÛÈÒÌɯÈËÝÈÕÛÈÎÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯËÐÚÊÖÜÕÛÌËɯÌÕÛÙàɯÍÌÌȭɯȹ2ÌÌɯÛÏÌɯŘàÌÙɯÖÕɯ×ÈÎÌɯƗƔȭȺ 

 

%ÐÕÈÓÓàȮɯ(ɯÞÈÚɯËÙÈÎÎÐÕÎɯÔàɯÍÌÌÛɯÈÚɯÓÖÕÎɯÈÚɯ×ÖÚÚÐÉÓÌɯÉÌÍÖÙÌɯ(ɯÊÏÈÕÎÌËɯÛÏÐÕÎÚȮɯÉÜÛɯ

,ÐÊÙÖÚÖÍÛɯ/ÜÉÓÐÚÏÌÙɯÐÚɯŗÕÈÓÓàɯÎÖÐÕÎɯÛÖɯËÐÚÈ××ÌÈÙɯÐÕɯ.ÊÛÖÉÌÙȭɯ3ÏÈÛɯÔÌÈÕÚɯÛÏÌɯÕÌßÛɯ ÕÛÐÊÚɯÐÚɯ

×ÙÖÉÈÉÓàɯ ÎÖÐÕÎɯ ÛÖɯ ÓÖÖÒɯ ØÜÐÛÌɯ Èɯ ÉÐÛɯ

ËÐřÌÙÌÕÛȮɯ ÈÕËɯ ÐÛɯ ÔÈàɯ ÛÈÒÌɯ ÓÖÕÎÌÙɯ ÛÏÈÕɯ

ÕÖÙÔÈÓɯ ÍÖÙɯ ÔÌɯ ÛÖɯ ŗÕÐÚÏɯ ÐÛɯ ÛÖÖȭɯ 2ÖȮɯ (ɯ

È××ÙÌÊÐÈÛÌɯ àÖÜÙɯ ×ÈÛÐÌÕÊÌȵɯ (Õɯ ÛÏÌɯ

ÔÌÈÕÛÐÔÌȮɯÈÚɯÈÓÞÈàÚȯɯ×ÓÌÈÚÌɯÚÜÉÔÐÛɯàÖÜÙɯ

ÊÏÌÚÚɯ ÊÖÕÛÌÕÛɭÎÈÔÌÚȮɯ ×ÏÖÛÖÚȮɯ ÌÛÊȭɭÛÖɯ

 ÓÈÉÈÔÈȭ"ÏÌÚÚȭ$ËÐÛÖÙɑÎÔÈÐÓȭÊÖÔȭɯ 3ÏÌɯ

ËÌÈËÓÐÕÌɯÍÖÙɯÚÜÉÔÐÚÚÐÖÕÚɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯ%ÈÓÓɯƖƔƖƚɯ

ÐÚÚÜÌɯÐÚɯ-ÖÝÌÔÉÌÙɯƙȭ 

 

-2ÊÖŲɯ5ÈÙÈÎÖÕÈ 

 ÜÎÜÚÛɯƝȮɯƖƔƖƚ 

DǊŜŜǝƴƎǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 9ŘƛǘƻǊ 

!/C aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ 
 

!ƴȅ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ Ƴŀȅ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ wŜƎǳƭŀǊ aŜƳōŜǊ 
ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ŘǳŜǎ ƻŦ ϷмрΦллΦ 
wŜƎǳƭŀǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ Ƴŀȅ ŜƴǘŜǊ !/C ǘƻǳǊƴŀƳŜƴǘǎ 
ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǝƻƴǎ ƻǊ ƴƻǝŎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ 
!/C ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƛǎǎǳŜŘΦ !ƴȅ ŎƘŜǎǎ Ŏƭǳō ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ 
ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀƴ !ŶƭƛŀǘŜ ƛǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŬƭŜ ǘƘŜ 
!ŶƭƛŀǘŜ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ CƻǊƳ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ !/C ŀƴŘ Ǉŀȅ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ŘǳŜǎ ƻŦ ϷорΦллΦ 
.ŜƴŜŬǘǎ ƻŦ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŀŶƭƛŀǘŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ 
ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ōƛŘ ǘƻ Ƙƻǎǘ !/C-ǎŀƴŎǝƻƴŜŘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣ 
ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ !ƭŀōŀƳŀ {ǘŀǘŜ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎƘƛǇΣ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŀŘǾŜǊǝǎƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ !/C ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ 
ǘƻǳǊƴŀƳŜƴǘǎΦ  

Disclaimer: comments by authors of individual articles in the Antics do not necessarily reflect the views of the ACF or its officers. 

mailto:Alabama.Chess.Editor@gmail.com
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!ƭŀōŀƳŀ /ƘŜǎǎ [ŜŀŘŜǊōƻŀǊŘ 
¢ƻǇ рл wŜƎǳƭŀǊ wŀǝƴƎǎ όǊŜǘǊƛŜǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǳǎŎƘŜǎǎΦƻǊƎ ƻƴ уκтκнлнсύ 

Only USCF members with rating activity within the past year are listed. 

ƕ  (,ɯ234 13ɯ1 "'$+2 ƖƘƜƔ Ɩƚ  )$%%ɯ3.!(- ƕƜƗƚ 

Ɩ  23$/'$-ɯ # ,2 ƖƖƚƚ Ɩƛ  1.!$13ɯ+4!(- ƕƜƖƕ 

Ɨ  2".33ɯ5 1 &.-  ƖƖƖƘ ƖƜ  3(,ɯ!.-# ƕƜƔƔ 

Ƙ  , 33'$6ɯ/4"*$33 ƖƖƔƖ ƖƝ  1 -# ++ɯ6ɯ"./$ ƕƜƔƔ 

ƙ  *$5(-ɯ6 -& ƖƕƜƗ ƗƔ  3(,.3'8ɯ+ɯ3 8+.1 ƕƛƝƙ 

ƚ  9 "' 18ɯ(2  "ɯ2-.6ɯ(( ƖƕƖƛ Ɨƕ  2' 6-ɯ"'.( ƕƛƝƔ 

ƛ  "'1(23( -ɯ%1($#, - ƖƔƝƜ ƗƖ  ).2'4 ɯ6 *$%($+# ƕƛƜƕ 

Ɯ  "'(!49.ɯ"ɯ(+.-9$ ƖƔƝƘ ƗƗ  / 31("*ɯ#.6# ƕƛƛƙ 

Ɲ  23$/'$-ɯ)ɯ&1 5$+(-& ƖƔƝƔ ƗƘ  8 -ɯ9'4 ƕƛƘƚ 

ƕƔ  !1( -ɯ)ɯ+ -*$8 ƖƔƜƛ Ɨƙ  , 1*ɯ$5 -ɯ".-+$8 ƕƛƘƕ 

ƕƕ  7 5($1ɯ!14-( ƖƔƜƛ Ɨƚ  *$--$3'ɯ6ɯ&..#, - ƕƛƗƜ 

ƕƖ    1.-ɯ#$".1# ƖƔƛƖ Ɨƛ  1'.#$2ɯ/$$+$ ƕƛƖƚ 

ƕƗ  3'., 2ɯ)ɯ#$-3.- ƖƔƖƛ ƗƜ   1(31 ɯ!(26 2 ƕƛƖƗ 

ƕƘ  2'$16..#ɯ#.-& ƖƔƕƛ ƗƝ  $3' -ɯ)ɯ2,(3' ƕƛƕƗ 

ƕƙ  ,("' $+ɯ6ɯ/.1"$++( ƖƔƕƕ ƘƔ  ( -ɯ+.63'$1 ƕƛƔƛ 

ƕƚ  "' 1+$2ɯ+ɯ,$(#(-&$1ɯ ƖƔƔƔ Ƙƕ  *$5(-ɯ&ɯ)4#("$ɯ(( ƕƚƝƚ 

ƕƛ  !1$-3ɯ(-, - ƖƔƔƔ ƘƖ   142'ɯ1$##8ɯ! 3"'4 ƕƚƛƝ 

ƕƜ  /1$23.-ɯ2,(3' ƕƝƘƝ ƘƗ  2 1 'ɯ$ɯ/$3$1 ƕƚƛƕ 

ƕƝ   +(2'$1ɯ4ɯ*' 2 -.5 ƕƝƘƕ ƘƘ  6(++( ,ɯ1ɯ2 5.($ ƕƚƙƜ 

ƖƔ  %1 -*ɯ$ɯ).'-2.- ƕƝƖƚ Ƙƙ  *$-# ++ɯ%1 -*2 ƕƚƙƛ 

Ɩƕ  2 (* 14-8 ɯ*$2(1$##8 ƕƝƖƕ Ƙƚ  #.4&+ 2ɯ231.43 ƕƚƘƜ 

ƖƖ  ".#8ɯ2,(3' ƕƝƖƔ Ƙƛ  "'1(23./'$1ɯ)ɯ+ 2*8 ƕƚƖƔ 

ƖƗ  2 ,4$+ɯ! 2* 11 ) ƕƝƕƝ ƘƜ  ).- 3' -ɯ2 -"'$9 ƕƚƕƚ 

ƖƘ  )$%%1$8ɯ!81#ɯ)1ȭ ƕƜƝƗ ƘƝ  !1( -ɯ).'-2.- ƕƚƔƛ 

Ɩƙ  , 1*ɯ+( 33( ƕƜƜƔ ƙƔ  5 +$1($ɯ'.#&2.- ƕƙƜƕ 
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  ÍÛÌÙɯƕƖɯàÌÈÙÚɯÖÍɯÊÖÈÊÏÐÕÎɯÊÏÌÚÚɯ

ÈÛɯ4,2-6ÙÐÎÏÛɯÐÕɯ,ÖÉÐÓÌȮɯ(ɯÞÈÚɯÈÚÒÌËɯ

ÉàɯÔàɯÉÙÖÛÏÌÙȮɯ$ÙÐÊȮɯÛÖɯÛÈÒÌɯÏÐÚɯ×ÓÈÊÌɯÈÚɯ

ÛÏÌɯ ÊÖÈÊÏɯ ÖÍɯ ÛÏÌɯ !ÈàÚÐËÌɯ  ÊÈËÌÔàɯ

ÊÏÌÚÚɯ ÛÌÈÔȭ ɯ$ÙÐÊɯ ÏÈËɯ ÊÖÈÊÏÌËɯ ÊÏÌÚÚɯ

ÛÏÌÙÌɯ ȹÏÌɯ ÍÖÜÕËÌËɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÛÌÈÔȺɯ ÍÖÙɯ ƖƘɯ

àÌÈÙÚȮɯ ÉÜÛɯ Èɯ ×ÙÖÔÖÛÐÖÕɯ ÈÛɯ ÏÐÚɯ ÑÖÉɯ

ÙÌØÜÐÙÌËɯÛÏÈÛɯÏÌɯÔÖÝÌɯÈÞÈàȭ ɯ2ÐÕÊÌɯ(ɯ

ÓÐÝÌËɯÐÕɯ#È×ÏÕÌȮɯÐÛɯÞÈÚɯÈɯÓÖÎÐÊÈÓɯÊÏÈÕÎÌɯ

ÍÖÙɯÔÌȮɯÉÜÛɯ(ɯÏÈËɯÚÖÔÌɯÉÐÎɯÚÏÖÌÚɯÛÖɯ

ŗÓÓȭ ɯ3ÏÐÚɯ àÌÈÙɯ ÞÈÚɯ Ôàɯ ƖÕËɯ àÌÈÙɯ ÖÍɯ

ÊÖÈÊÏÐÕÎɯÈÛɯ!ÈàÚÐËÌɯ ÊÈËÌÔàȭ 

  

 3ÏÌɯ !ÈàÚÐËÌɯ ÊÏÌÚÚɯ ÛÌÈÔɯ ÏÈÚɯ Èɯ

ÙÐÊÏɯ ÏÐÚÛÖÙàɯ ÖÍɯ ÊÖÔ×ÌÛÐÕÎɯ ÐÕɯ ÛÏÌɯ 42ɯ

"ÏÌÚÚɯ%ÌËÌÙÈÛÐÖÕɀÚɯ2ÊÏÖÓÈÚÛÐÊɯ-ÈÛÐÖÕÈÓÚɯ

ÛÖÜÙÕÈÔÌÕÛÚȮɯÈÕËɯÞÐÕÕÐÕÎɯÊÖÕÚÐÚÛÌÕÛÓàɯ

ÞÐÛÏɯÕÜÔÌÙÖÜÚɯ3Ö×ɯƕƔɯŗÕÐÚÏÌÚɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌÐÙɯ

ÛÌÈÔÚɯ ÐÕɯ ÔÜÓÛÐ×ÓÌɯ ËÐÝÐÚÐÖÕÚɯ ÖÍɯ ×ÓÈàȮɯ

ÏÐÎÏÓÐÎÏÛÌËɯÉàɯÈɯ3ÌÈÔɯ4ƕƖƔƔɯ-ÈÛÐÖÕÈÓɯ

"ÏÈÔ×ÐÖÕÚÏÐ×ɯÐÕɯƖƔƔƙȭ 

  

 3ÏÐÚɯàÌÈÙȮɯÞÌɯÞÌÙÌɯÖÕÓàɯÈÉÓÌɯÛÖɯ

ÎÖɯÞÐÛÏɯƘɯ×ÓÈàÌÙÚȮɯÛÖɯ"ÏÐÊÈÎÖȮɯ(+ȮɯÛÏÌɯ

ÞÌÌÒÌÕËɯÖÍɯ,ÈÙÊÏɯƖƛ-ƖƝɯÛÖɯ×ÈÙÛÐÊÐ×ÈÛÌɯ

ÐÕ ÛÏÌɯ42ɯ"ÏÌÚÚɯ%ÌËÌÙÈÛÐÖÕɀÚɯ*-ƕƖɯ'ÐÎÏɯ

2ÊÏÖÖÓɯ "ÏÌÚÚɯ -ÈÛÐÖÕÈÓÚɯ ÚÊÏÖÓÈÚÛÐÊɯ

ÛÖÜÙÕÈÔÌÕÛȭ ɯ.ÝÌÙɯƕȮƙƔƔɯ×ÓÈàÌÙÚɯÍÙÖÔɯ

ƗƙɯÚÛÈÛÌÚɯÛÖÖÒɯ×ÈÙÛɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÌÝÌÕÛȭ 

  

 3ÞÖɯÖÍɯÖÜÙɯ×ÓÈàÌÙÚɯÊÖÔ×ÌÛÌËɯÐÕɯ

ÛÏÌɯ 4ÕËÌÙɯ ƕƖƔƔɯ #ÐÝÐÚÐÖÕȯɯ ÍÙÌÚÏÔÌÕɯ

$ÓÐÈÚɯ !ÓÖÚÚÖÔɯ ÈÕËɯ #ÖÕɯ "ÏÌÕȭ ɯ!ÖÛÏɯ

ŗÕÐÚÏÌËɯÞÐÛÏɯÞÐÕÕÐÕÎɯÙÌÊÖÙËÚȰɯ$ÓÐÈÚɯÈÛɯ

ƘɯÞÐÕÚɯÈÕËɯƗɯÓÖÚÚÌÚɯÞÏÐÓÌɯ#ÖÕɯÚÊÖÙÌËɯƘɯ

ÞÐÕÚȮɯ Ɩɯ ÓÖÚÚÌÚɯ ÈÕËɯ Èɯ ËÙÈÞȮɯ ŗÕÐÚÏÐÕÎɯ

ƙƙÛÏɯÖÜÛɯÖÍɯƗƔƔɯ×ÓÈàÌÙÚɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯËÐÝÐÚÐÖÕȭ 

  

 3ÏÌɯÖÛÏÌÙɯÛÞÖɯ×ÓÈàÌÙÚɯÊÖÔ×ÌÛÌËɯ

ÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ4ÕËÌÙɯƜƔƔɯ#ÐÝÐÚÐÖÕȯɯƛÛÏɯÎÙÈËÌÙɯ

)ÌÙÌÔàɯ.ÜȮɯÞÏÖɯÚÊÖÙÌËɯƘɯÞÐÕÚɯÈÕËɯƗɯ

ÓÖÚÚÌÚȮɯ ÈÕËɯ ÚÖ×ÏÖÔÖÙÌɯ !ÜÙÒÌɯ

1ÈÔÈÎÖÚÈȭ ɯ3ÏÌÙÌɯÞÌÙÌɯƖƗƔɯ×ÓÈàÌÙÚɯÐÕɯ

ÛÏÐÚɯËÐÝÐÚÐÖÕȭ ɯ3ÏÌÙÌɯÞÌÙÌɯÛÏÙÌÌɯÙÖÜÕËÚɯ

Burke Ramagosa of Bayside Academy, in Daphne, AL, Wins K-12 

High School Nationals U800 Championship!  
by Paul J. Nager, Bayside Chess Coach 

Coach Paul Nager with Burke Ramagosa, who just received 

his gold medal. (Photo by Burkeõs mother, Amy.) 



 

ÖÍɯ ×ÓÈàɯ ÖÕɯ %ÙÐËÈàȮɯ ÛÏÙÌÌɯ ÙÖÜÕËÚɯ ÖÕɯ

2ÈÛÜÙËÈàȮɯ ÈÕËɯ ÛÏÌɯ ŗÕÈÓɯ ÙÖÜÕËɯ ÖÕɯ

2ÜÕËÈàȭ ɯ$ÈÊÏɯÙÖÜÕËɯÊÖÜÓËɯÓÈÚÛɯƖɯÛÖɯƗɯ

ÏÖÜÙÚȭ 

  

 3ÏÐÚɯÞÈÚɯ!ÜÙÒÌɅÚɯƙÛÏɯàÌÈÙɯÞÐÛÏɯ

ÛÏÌɯÛÌÈÔȭ ɯ'ÐÚɯ×ÓÈàɯÏÈËɯÈÓÞÈàÚɯÉÌÌÕɯ

ÚÖÔÌÞÏÈÛɯ ÐÕÊÖÕÚÐÚÛÌÕÛȰɯ Èɯ ÙÌÈÓÓàɯ ÎÖÖËɯ

ÎÈÔÌȮɯÍÖÓÓÖÞÌËɯÉàɯÈÕɯÐÕÌß×ÓÐÊÈÉÓàɯÉÈËɯ

ÎÈÔÌȭ ɯ+ÈÚÛɯàÌÈÙȮɯÈÛɯ2Ü×ÌÙɯ-ÈÛÐÖÕÈÓÚɯÐÕɯ

.ÙÓÈÕËÖȮɯ !ÜÙÒÌɯ ÏÈËɯ ÞÖÕɯ ÏÐÚɯ ŗÙÚÛɯ Ɨɯ

ÎÈÔÌÚȮɯÓÖÚÛɯÏÐÚɯÕÌßÛɯƗȮɯÈÕËɯËÙÈÞÕɯÏÐÚɯ

ŗÕÈÓɯÎÈÔÌȭ ɯ6ÌɯÒÕÌÞɯÏÌɯÏÈËɯÛÈÓÌÕÛɯÈÕËɯ

ÈÉÐÓÐÛàȮɯ ÉÜÛɯ ÊÖÜÓËɯ ÏÌɯ ×ÜÛɯ ÛÖÎÌÛÏÌÙɯ Èɯ

ÎÖÖËɯÛÖÜÙÕÈÔÌÕÛȳ ɯ'Ìɯ ÈÓÔÖÚÛɯ ËÐËÕɀÛɯ

ÞÈÕÛɯÛÖɯÎÖȭ ɯ'ÌɯÏÈËɯ×ÓÈàÌËɯ×ÖÖÙÓàɯÈÛɯ

2ÛÈÛÌɯÐÕɯ'ÜÕÛÚÝÐÓÓÌɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÉÌÎÐÕÕÐÕÎɯÖÍɯ

ÛÏÌɯ ÔÖÕÛÏȮɯ ÚÊÖÙÐÕÎɯ ÖÕÓàɯ ƕɯ ÞÐÕɯ ÛÖɯ Ɨɯ

ÓÖÚÚÌÚɯȹÈÕËɯÈɯ!àÌȺȭ ɯ ÓÚÖȮɯÏÐÚɯÉÜËËàɯ

ÞÈÚÕɀÛɯ ÈÉÓÌɯ ÛÖɯ ÊÖÔÌɯ ÛÖɯ "ÏÐÊÈÎÖɯ ÛÖɯ

×ÓÈàȭ ɯ!ÜÛɯ(ɯÊÖÕÝÐÕÊÌËɯÏÐÔɯÛÏÈÛɯƙɯÖÜÛɯÖÍɯ

ÛÏÌɯƛɯ×ÖÐÕÛÚɯÈÝÈÐÓÈÉÓÌɯÞÈÚɯÞÐÛÏÐÕɯÏÐÚɯ

ÙÌÈÊÏȮɯÈÕËɯÛÏÈÛɯÚÏÖÜÓËɯÉÌɯÌÕÖÜÎÏɯÛÖɯ

ÞÈÓÒɯÞÐÛÏɯÐÕËÐÝÐËÜÈÓɯÏÈÙËÞÈÙÌȭ ɯ'ÐÚɯ

ÔÖÛÏÌÙȮɯ  ÔàȮɯ ÏÈËɯ ÉÌÌÕɯ ÖÜÙɯ ÍÈÊÜÓÛàɯ

Ú×ÖÕÚÖÙɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÊÏÌÚÚɯÛÌÈÔɯÛÏÐÚɯàÌÈÙȭ 

  

 6ÌÓÓȮɯ !ÜÙÒÌɯ ×ÓÈàÌËɯ ÛÏÌɯ

ÛÖÜÙÕÈÔÌÕÛɯÖÍɯÏÐÚɯÓÐÍÌȵ ɯ'ÌɯÚÊÖÙÌËɯÈÕɯ

ÈÔÈáÐÕÎɯƛɯÊÖÕÚÌÊÜÛÐÝÌɯÞÐÕÚȮɯÞÐÛÏɯÕÖɯ

ÓÖÚÚÌÚȮɯÛÖɯÚÌÊÜÙÌɯÛÏÌɯ4ƜƔƔɯ (ÕËÐÝÐËÜÈÓɯ

-ÈÛÐÖÕÈÓɯ"ÏÈÔ×ÐÖÕÚÏÐ×ȭ ɯ'ÌɯËÌÍÌÈÛÌËɯ

×ÓÈàÌÙÚɯÍÙÖÔɯ(ÓÓÐÕÖÐÚȮɯ.ÏÐÖȮɯ6ÐÚÊÖÕÚÐÕȮɯ

-ÌÞɯ 8ÖÙÒȮɯ %ÓÖÙÐËÈȮɯ ÈÕËɯ Ɩɯ ÍÙÖÔɯ

*ÌÕÛÜÊÒàȭ ɯ(ÕɯÛÏÌɯ×ÙÖÊÌÚÚȮɯ!ÜÙÒÌɯÎÈÐÕÌËɯ

ÈÕɯÈÚÛÖÜÕËÐÕÎɯƗƚƚɯÙÈÛÐÕÎɯ×ÖÐÕÛÚȵ ɯ!ÜÙÒÌɯ

ÏÈÚɯÚÌÊÜÙÌËɯÏÐÔÚÌÓÍɯÈɯÚÐÎÕÐŗÊÈÕÛɯÚ×ÖÛɯÐÕɯ

ÛÏÌɯƖƚ-àÌÈÙɯÏÐÚÛÖÙàɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ!ÈàÚÐËÌɯÊÏÌÚÚɯ

×ÙÖÎÙÈÔȭ ɯ3ÏÌɯƖɯ×ÓÈàÌÙÚɯÍÙÖÔɯ*ÌÕÛÜÊÒàɯ

ÛÏÈÛɯ ÏÌɯ ËÌÍÌÈÛÌËɯ ÞÌÙÌɯ ÉÖÛÏɯ ÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÌɯ

ÛÌÈÔɯÛÏÈÛɯÞÖÕɯÛÏÌɯ4ƜƔƔɯËÐÝÐÚÐÖÕȭ 

  

 (ɀÔɯÕÖÛɯÑÜÚÛɯÝÌÙàɯ×ÙÖÜËɯÖÍɯ!ÜÙÒÌȮɯ

ÉÜÛɯ(ɀÔɯÚÖɯÏÈ××àɯÛÏÈÛɯÏÐÚɯ×ÌÙÚÐÚÛÌÕÊÌɯ

ÈÕËɯÌřÖÙÛÚɯ×ÈÐËɯÖřɯÍÖÙɯÏÐÔȭ ɯ'ÌɯÞÈÚɯ

ÙÌÊÖÎÕÐáÌËɯÈÛɯÈÕɯÈÚÚÌÔÉÓàɯÈÛɯ!ÈàÚÐËÌȮɯ

ÈÛɯÈɯ#È×ÏÕÌɯ"ÐÛàɯ"ÖÜÕÊÐÓɯÔÌÌÛÐÕÎȮɯÈÕËɯ

ÏÌɯ ÞÈÚɯ ×ÙÌÚÌÕÛÌËɯ ÞÐÛÏɯ ÙÌÚÖÓÜÛÐÖÕÚɯ

×ÈÚÚÌËɯÉàɯÉÖÛÏɯÛÏÌɯ'ÖÜÚÌɯÈÕËɯ2ÌÕÈÛÌɯ

ÖÍɯ  ÓÈÉÈÔÈȮɯ ÙÌÊÖÎÕÐáÐÕÎɯ ÏÐÚɯ Ú×ÌÊÐÈÓɯ

ÈÊÏÐÌÝÌÔÌÕÛȭ ɯ2ÈËÓàȮɯÏÌɯÈÕËɯÏÐÚɯÍÈÔÐÓàɯ

ÈÙÌɯÔÖÝÐÕÎɯÖÜÛɯÖÍɯÚÛÈÛÌȭ ɯ'ÌɯÞÐÓÓɯÉÌɯ

ÔÐÚÚÌËɯ ÖÕɯ ÖÜÙɯ ÛÌÈÔȮɯ ÉÜÛɯ ÏÌɯ ÏÈÚɯ Èɯ

ÚÛÈÕËÐÕÎɯÐÕÝÐÛÈÛÐÖÕɯÛÖɯÚÏÈÙÌɯÛÏÌɯ!ÈàÚÐËÌɯ

3ÌÈÔɯ1ÖÖÔɯÈÛɯÈÕàɯÍÜÛÜÙÌɯ-ÈÛÐÖÕÈÓÚɯÏÌɯ

ÞÐÚÏÌÚɯÛÖɯÈŲÌÕËȭ 

  

  ÚɯÈɯÛÌÈÔȮɯÞÌɯÚÊÖÙÌËɯƕƝɯÞÐÕÚȮɯƜɯ

ÓÖÚÚÌÚɯÈÕËɯƕɯËÙÈÞȭ ɯ ɯÛÙÜÓàɯÌßÊÌÓÓÌÕÛɯ

ÖÜÛÐÕÎȮɯÈÕËɯÈɯÛÖÛÈÓɯÖÍɯƚƖƝɯÙÈÛÐÕÎɯ×ÖÐÕÛÚɯ

ÎÈÐÕÌËɯÈÔÖÕÎɯÛÏÌɯƘɯ×ÓÈàÌÙÚȭɯÂ 

Page 5 Summer 2026  

Left to Right: Burke Ramagosa, Elias Blossom, Coach Paul 

Nager, Don Chen, Jeremy Ou. (Photo from Paul Nager.) 
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 .ÕÌɯ ÖÍɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÉÐÎÎÌÚÛɯ ÚÛÈÛÐÚÛÐÊÈÓɯ

ÈÕÖÔÈÓÐÌÚɯÖÍɯ ÓÈÉÈÔÈɯÊÏÌÚÚɯÏÐÚÛÖÙàɭ

ÈÕËɯ ÊÌÙÛÈÐÕÓàȮɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÔÖÚÛɯ ÈÔÈáÐÕÎɯ ÖÕÌɯ

(ɀÝÌɯÌÝÌÙɯÞÐÛÕÌÚÚÌËɭÏÈ××ÌÕÌËɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯ

ƖƔƖƚɯ2ÛÌÌÓɯ"ÐÛàɯ"ÓÈÚÚÐÊɯÐÕɯ!ÐÙÔÐÕÎÏÈÔȮɯ

ÖÕɯ )ÜÕÌɯ ƕƗȭɯ 4ÕÉÌÓÐÌÝÈÉÓàȮɯ ÐÕɯ ÛÏÌɯ

/ÙÌÔÐÌÙɯ2ÌÊÛÐÖÕȮɯÛÏÌÙÌɯÞÈÚɯÈɯÚÌÝÌÕ-ÞÈàɯ

ÛÐÌɯÍÖÙɯŗÙÚÛɯ×ÓÈÊÌȮɯÈÛɯƗɯ×ÖÐÕÛÚɯÖÜÛɯÖÍɯƘȭ 

 

 3ÏÌɯɁ+ÜÊÒàɯ2ÌÝÌÕɂɯȹÐÕɯÛÐÌÉÙÌÈÒɯ

ÖÙËÌÙȺɯÞÌÙÌȯɯ"ÏÐÉÜáÖɯ(ÓÖÕáÌȮɯ2ÛÌ×ÏÌÕɯ

&ÙÈÝÌÓÐÕÎȮɯ2ÈÐɯ *ÌÚÐÙÌËËàȮɯ7ÈÝÐÌÙɯ

!ÙÜÕÐȮɯ"ÏÙÐÚɯ "ÏÈÔÉÌÙÚȮɯ1ÜÉÌÕɯ

0ÜÐÕÛÈÕÚȮɯÈÕËɯ2ÊÖŲɯ5ÈÙÈÎÖÕÈȭ 

 

 'ÖÞɯËÐËɯÐÛɯÏÈ××ÌÕȳɯ2ÐÔ×Óàɯ×ÜÛȮɯ

ÌÝÌÙàÖÕÌɯ ÞÈÚɯ ×ÓÈàÐÕÎɯ ÛÖÖɯ ÞÌÓÓȵɯ 6Ìɯ

ÍÖÜÎÏÛɯÏÈÙËȮɯÉÜÛɯÚÛÈÓÞÈÙÛɯËÌÍÌÕÚÌɯÓÌËɯÛÖɯ

ËÙÈÞÚɯ ÐÕɯ ÔÈÕàɯ ÎÈÔÌÚȭɯ %ÖÙɯ ÌßÈÔ×ÓÌȮɯ

ËÌÚ×ÐÛÌɯ ÏÈÝÐÕÎɯ ÞÏÈÛɯ (ɯÍÌÓÛɯÞÌÙÌɯ

×ÙÖÔÐÚÐÕÎɯ×ÖÚÐÛÐÖÕÚɯÐÕɯ1ÖÜÕËÚɯƖɯȫɯƗȮɯ(ɯ

ÞÈÚɯÏÌÓËɯÛÖɯÈɯËÙÈÞɯÉÈÊÒ-ÛÖ-ÉÈÊÒɯÉàɯÈɯ

ƕƝƔƔɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌÕɯÈɯƖƔƔƔȭɯȹ3ÏÌɯƖƔƔƔȮɯÉàɯÛÏÌɯ

ÞÈàȮɯÞÈÚɯ1ÜÉÌÕɯ0ÜÐÕÛÈÕÚɯÖÍɯ&ÌÖÙÎÐÈȭɯ

 ÊÊÖÙËÐÕÎɯÛÖɯ"ÏÙÐÚɯ"ÏÈÔÉÌÙÚȮɯ1ÜÉÌÕɯ

ÏÈËɯÉÌÊÖÔÌɯÛÏÌɯ42"%ɀÚɯàÖÜÕÎÌÚÛɯÌÝÌÙɯ

$ß×ÌÙÛȭɯ(ɯËÖÕɀÛɯÒÕÖÞɯÏÖÞɯÚÜÊÏɯÈɯÊÓÈÐÔɯ

ÊÈÕɯÉÌɯÝÌÙÐŗÌËȮɯÉÜÛɯÈÍÛÌÙɯ×ÓÈàÐÕÎɯ1ÜÉÌÕɯ

ÔàÚÌÓÍȮɯ(ɯÉÌÓÐÌÝÌɯÐÛȭȺ 

 

 (ÕɯÛÏÌɯÓÈÚÛɯÙÖÜÕËȮɯÍÖÜÙɯ×ÓÈàÌÙÚɯɯ

ȹ"ÏÐÉÜáÖɯ (ȭȮɯ 1ÜÉÌÕɯ 0ȭȮɯ 7ÈÝÐÌÙɯ !ȭɯ ȫɯ

2ÛÌ×ÏÌÕɯ &ȭȺɯ ÞÌÙÌɯ ÛÐÌËɯ ÈÛɯ Ɩȭƙɯ ×ÖÐÕÛÚȭɯ

"ÏÐÉÜáÖɯ ×ÜÚÏÌËɯ ÉÜÛɯ ÔÐÚÚÌËɯ ÚÖÔÌɯ

ÊÏÈÕÊÌÚɯ ÐÕɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÌÕËÎÈÔÌȮɯ ÈÕËɯ ÊÖÜÓËɯ

ÖÕÓàɯ ËÙÈÞɯ ÞÐÛÏɯ 1ÜÉÌÕȭɯ 7ÈÝÐÌÙɯ ÈÕËɯ

2ÛÌ×ÏÌÕɯËÙÌÞɯÐÕɯÈɯ"ÈÙÖ-*ÈÕÕɯ ËÝÈÕÊÌɯ

5ÈÙÐÈÛÐÖÕɯ ÞÏÌÙÌɯ (ɯ ÛÏÐÕÒɯ ÕÌÐÛÏÌÙɯ ÚÐËÌɯ

ÌÝÌÙɯÙÌÈÓÓàɯÎÖÛɯÈÕàÛÏÐÕÎɯÚÌÙÐÖÜÚɯÎÖÐÕÎȭɯ

6ÐÛÏɯÉÖÛÏɯÖÍɯÛÏÌÚÌɯÙÌÚÜÓÛÚɯ×ÖÚÛÌËȮɯÛÏÌɯ

ÙÌÚÛɯÖÍɯÜÚɯÞÐÛÏɯƖɯ×ÖÐÕÛÚɯÏÈËɯÌÝÌÙàÛÏÐÕÎɯ

ÛÖɯ×ÓÈàɯÍÖÙȭɯ ɯÞÐÕɯÞÖÜÓËɯÈÓÓÖÞɯÜÚɯÛÖɯ

ÑÖÐÕɯÐÕɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÔÈÚÚÐÝÌɯÛÐÌɯÍÖÙɯŗÙÚÛȭɯ ÕËɯ

"ÏÙÐÚɯ"ÏÈÔÉÌÙÚɯÏÈËɯÈÓÙÌÈËàɯËÌÍÌÈÛÌËɯ

3ÐÔÖÛÏàɯ3ÈàÓÖÙɯÖÕɯ!ÖÈÙËɯƘȮɯÚÖɯÛÏÌɯÛÐÌɯ

ÍÖÙɯŗÙÚÛɯÈÓÙÌÈËàɯÐÕÊÓÜËÌËɯŗÝÌɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌȭɯ

3ÏÐÚɯÎÈÝÌɯÔÌɯÚÖÔÌɯÌßÛÙÈɯÔÖÛÐÝÈÛÐÖÕȯɯÐÍɯ

(ɯÊÖÜÓËɯÞÐÕȮɯ(ɯÞÖÜÓËɯÚÜÙÌÓàɯÉÌɯ×ÈÙÛɯÖÍɯ

ÏÐÚÛÖÙàɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÔÈÒÐÕÎȭ 

 

 (ÕɯÛÏÌɯÌÕËȮɯÈÍÛÌÙɯÈɯÛÌÕÚÌɯØÜÌÌÕ-

ÈÕË-ÔÈÕà-×ÈÞÕÚɯ ÌÕËÐÕÎȮɯ (ɯ ×ÙÖÔÖÛÌËɯ

Ôàɯ×ÈÚÚÌÙɯÈÕËɯÔàɯÖ××ÖÕÌÕÛȮɯ/ÙÌÚÛÖÕɯ

2ÔÐÛÏȮɯ ÙÌÚÐÎÕÌËȭɯ 6ÏÌÕɯ (ɯ ÔÈÙÒÌËɯ ÛÏÌɯ

ÙÌÚÜÓÛɯÈÕËɯÚÈÞɯÛÏÌɯÚÛÈÛÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ×ÈÐÙÐÕÎɯ

ÚÏÌÌÛȮɯ(ɯȹØÜÐÌÛÓàȺɯÉÜÙÚÛɯÖÜÛɯÓÈÜÎÏÐÕÎȭ 

The òLucky Sevenó of the Steel City Classic 
by Scott Varagona 

A snapshot of the Premier Section. (Photo by Antics Editor.) 



 

 (Ûɯ ÞÈÚɯ Èɯ ÚÐß-ÞÈàɯ ÛÐÌɭÈÕËɯ

ÔÖÔÌÕÛÚɯ ÓÈÛÌÙȮɯ 2ÈÐɯ *ȭɯ ËÌÍÌÈÛÌËɯ 2ÈÔɯ

!ÈÚÒÈÙÙÈÑɯÛÖɯÔÈÒÌɯÐÛɯÚÌÝÌÕȭɯ(ÕÊÙÌËÐÉÓÌȵ 

 

 !àɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÞÈàȮɯ ÛÏÐÚɯ ÐÚɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÛÏÐÙËɯ

 ÓÈÉÈÔÈɯ ÛÖÜÙÕÈÔÌÕÛɯ ÐÕɯ Èɯ ÙÖÞɯ (ɀÝÌɯ

×ÓÈàÌËɯÐÕɯÞÏÌÙÌɯƗɤƘɯÞÈÚɯÛÏÌɯÞÐÕÕÐÕÎɯ

ÚÊÖÙÌȭɯ3ÏÈÛɀÚɯàÌÛɯÈÕÖÛÏÌÙɯÐÕËÐÊÈÛÐÖÕɯÛÏÈÛɯ

 ÓÈÉÈÔÈɯÊÏÌÚÚɯÐÚɯÎÌŲÐÕÎɯÏÈÙËÌÙȭȭȭ 

 

 %ÐÕÈÓÓàȮɯ ÉÌÍÖÙÌɯ ÞÌɯ ÎÌÛɯ ÊÈÙÙÐÌËɯ

ÈÞÈàȮɯ ÞÌɯ ÚÏÖÜÓËɯ ÈÓÚÖɯ ÔÌÕÛÐÖÕɯ ÛÏÌɯ

ÙÌÚÜÓÛɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ1ÌÚÌÙÝÌɯ2ÌÊÛÐÖÕȭɯ3ÏÌÙÌɯÞÈÚɯ

ÍÈÙɯ ÓÌÚÚɯ ËÙÈÔÈɯ ÖÝÌÙɯÛÏÌÙÌȮɯ ÈÚɯ,ÈÚÖÕɯ

9ÈÕËÌɯÖÍɯ%ÓÖÙÐËÈɯÛÖÖÒɯÊÓÌÈÙɯŗÙÚÛɯÞÐÛÏɯÈɯ

ÊÖÕÝÐÕÊÐÕÎȮɯÈÕËɯ×ÌÙÍÌÊÛȮɯƘ-ƔɯÚÊÖÙÌȭ 

 

 ,ÈÕàɯ ÛÏÈÕÒÚɯ ÛÖɯ "ÈÌÚÈÙɯ

+ÈÞÙÌÕÊÌɯÍÖÙɯËÐÙÌÊÛÐÕÎɯÈÕËɯÖÙÎÈÕÐáÐÕÎɯ

ÛÏÌɯÛÖÜÙÕÈÔÌÕÛȮɯÈÕËɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ"ÏÜÙÊÏɯÈÛɯ

!ÙÖÖÒɯ'ÐÓÓÚɯÍÖÙɯÏÖÚÛÐÕÎȭɯ-ÖÞɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌɯ

2ÛÌÌÓɯ"ÐÛàɯ"ÓÈÚÚÐÊɯÏÈÚɯŗÙÔÓàɯÌÚÛÈÉÓÐÚÏÌËɯ

ÐÛÚÌÓÍɯÈÚɯÈÕɯÈÕÕÜÈÓɯÌÝÌÕÛȮɯÐÛɯÓÖÖÒÚɯÓÐÒÌɯ

ÍÜÛÜÙÌɯ  ÓÈÉÈÔÈɯ ÊÏÌÚÚɯ ÚÜÔÔÌÙÚɯ ÞÐÓÓɯ

ɁÏÌÈÛɯÜ×ɂɯÌÝÌÕɯÔÖÙÌȭ 

 

 2ÌÌɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÕÌßÛɯ ×ÈÎÌɯ ÍÖÙɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÍÜÓÓɯ

/ÙÌÔÐÌÙɯÚÌÊÛÐÖÕɯÊÙÖÚÚÛÈÉÓÌɯȹÐÕɯÛÐÌÉÙÌÈÒɯ

ÖÙËÌÙȺȮɯÊÖÜÙÛÌÚàɯÖÍɯ3#ɯ"ÈÌÚÈÙɯ+ÈÞÙÌÕÊÌɯ

ÝÐÈɯÊÏÌÚÚÙÖÚÛÌÙȭÊÖÔȭ 

Above: The last round pairing sheet illustrates how the bizarre outcome occurred. òTruth is stranger than fiction!ó (Photo by Antics 

Editor.) Below: Premier Section trophy winner (on tiebreaks), Chibuzo Ilonze, and Reserve Section winner Mason Zande. (Photos by 

Scott Varagona & Caesar Lawrence.) 

Page 7 Summer 2026  



 

Page 8 Alabama Chess Antics  

  ɯÕÖÛÌɯÍÖÙɯÊÏÌÚÚɯÏÐÚÛÖÙàɯÉÜřÚȯɯ!ÐÓÓɯ,ÌÓÝÐÕɯÙÌÊÌÕÛÓàɯÍÖÜÕËɯÛÏÙÌÌɯÖÛÏÌÙɯÔÐÚÚÐÕÎɯ

 ÕÛÐÊÚɯÔÈÎÈáÐÕÌÚɯÈÕËɯÒÐÕËÓàɯËÖÕÈÛÌËɯÛÏÌÔɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ "%ɀÚɯÈÙÊÏÐÝÌÚȭɯ3ÏÌÚÌɯÐÚÚÜÌÚɯ

ȹÞÏÐÊÏɯÈÙÌɯÕÖÞɯÈÝÈÐÓÈÉÓÌɯÖÕɯÈÓÈÉÈÔÈÊÏÌÚÚȭÖÙÎȺɯÈÙÌȯɯÛÏÌɯ-ÖÝÌÔÉÌÙɯƕƝƝƗɯ ÕÛÐÊÚȮɯÛÏÌɯ

)ÜÕÌɯƕƝƝƙɯ ÕÛÐÊÚȮɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯ-ÖÝÌÔÉÌÙɯƖƔƔƔɯ-ɯ)ÈÕÜÈÙàɯƖƔƔƕɯ"ÏÌÚÚÒÐËɯ ÕÛÐÊÚȭɯ-ÖÝÌÔÉÌÙɯ

ɀƝƗɯÐÚɯÈɯ×ÈÙÛÐÊÜÓÈÙÓàɯÕÐÊÌɯŗÕËȮɯÚÐÕÊÌɯÛÏÐÚɯ ÕÛÐÊÚɯÊÖÕÛÈÐÕÚɯÛÏÌɯÖÕÓàɯÒÕÖÞÕɯÙÌ×ÖÙÛɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯ

ƕƝƝƗɯ ÓÈÉÈÔÈɯ2ÛÈÛÌɯ"ÏÈÔ×ÐÖÕÚÏÐ×ȮɯÈÚɯÞÌÓÓɯÈÚɯÈɯÎÈÔÌɯÉàɯÛÏÌɯÞÐÕÕÌÙȭɯ8ÈàȵɯÂ 

New Antics Added to Archives 
by Scott Varagona 

# Name Rtng Post State Rd 1 Rd 2 Rd 3 Rd 4 Total Prize 

1 Ilonze, Chibuzo C 2083 2093 AL W 14 W 12 D 2 D 6 3 62.50/1st 

2 Graveling, Stephen 2081 2090 AL W 19 W 10 D 1 D 4 3 62.50 

3 Kesireddy, Saikarunya 1835 1901 AL W 21 D 4 D 5 W 10 3 
125.00/

CLASS A 

4 Bruni, Xavier 2073 2077 AL W 22 D 3 W 8 D 2 3 62.50 

5 Chambers, Chris L 2077 2068 GA D 9 W 16 D 3 W 11 3 62.50 

6 Quintans, Ruben Y 2074 2083 GA W 18 W 15 D 7 D 1 3 62.50 

7 Varagona, Scott 2259 2253 AL W 11 D 8 D 6 W 12 3 62.50 

8 Gibson, Miles 1965 1968 FL B  D 7 L 4 W 15 2.5  

9 Heller, Scott J 1663 1716 GA D 5 L 13 W 16 W 17 2.5 
125.00/

U1800 

10 Baskarraj, Samuel 1943 1929 AL W 17 L 2 W 14 L 3 2  

11 Taylor, Timothy Lee 1795 1826 AL L 7 W 22 W 13 L 5 2  

12 Smith, Preston Ken 1956 1949 AL W 20 L 1 W 18 L 7 2  

13 Meidinger, Charles 2000 1968 AL L 15 W 9 L 11 W 19 2  

14 Mora Sandi, Kevin 1768 1771 FL L 1 W 20 L 10 W 18 2  

15 Batchu, Arush Redd 1592 1647 AL W 13 L 6 D 19 L 8 1.5  

16 Scott, Zachary Mat 1572 1573 AL H  L 5 L 9 W 20 1.5  

17 Graveling, Joseph 1499 1532 AL L 10 D 19 W 22 L 9 1.5  

18 Presswood, Robert 1646 1636 GA L 6 W 21 L 12 L 14 1  

19 Lowther, Ian 1753 1727 AL L 2 D 17 D 15 L 13 1  

20 Lindmark, Benjamin 1526 1515 AL L 12 L 14 W 21 L 16 1  

21 Rahimi, Keyan 1467 1462 MS L 3 L 18 L 20 W 22 1  

22 Rodriguez, Xavier 1640 1579 AL L 4 L 11 L 17 L 21 0  Â 

https://ratings.uschess.org/player/15039294
https://ratings.uschess.org/player/14980542
https://ratings.uschess.org/player/16974321
https://ratings.uschess.org/player/15840554
https://ratings.uschess.org/player/12168500
https://ratings.uschess.org/player/31502851
https://ratings.uschess.org/player/12744446
https://ratings.uschess.org/player/15237711
https://ratings.uschess.org/player/10034370
https://ratings.uschess.org/player/16665811
https://ratings.uschess.org/player/30301669
https://ratings.uschess.org/player/32696047
https://ratings.uschess.org/player/10237114
https://ratings.uschess.org/player/32489980
https://ratings.uschess.org/player/30499754
https://ratings.uschess.org/player/31171071
https://ratings.uschess.org/player/14980584
https://ratings.uschess.org/player/12031640
https://ratings.uschess.org/player/30277011
https://ratings.uschess.org/player/30454047
https://ratings.uschess.org/player/16352633
https://ratings.uschess.org/player/32227117
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Alabama Chess960 Championship 2026  
Crosstable provided by Tom Denton 

# Place Name  Rating 
Rd 
1 

Rd 
2 

Rd 
3 

Rd 
4 Total Prizes  

1 1 Jeff Tobin FL 1836 W17 W21 W12 W6  4.0 1st  

2 2-3 Miles Gibson FL 1960 W25 W4 W5 D3  3.5 2nd-3rd  

3  Thomas J Denton AL 2027 W14 W13 W8 D2  3.5 2nd-3rd 
AL 960 
Champion 

4 4-9 Kendall Franks AL 1657 W9 L2 W16 W15  3.0   

5  Aritra Biswas AL 1731 W29 W7 L2 W14  3.0   

6  
Rene Andras Dominguez 
Zayas 

Non-
US 1998 W18 W27 W15 L1  3.0   

7  Brent Inman AL 2000 W19 L5 W18 W13  3.0   

8  Shawn Choi AL 1790 W30 W26 L3 W12  3.0   

9  Emmitt Sloan Pittman FL  764 L4 W17 W27 W23  3.0 Top U1500 Top Upset 

10 10-11 Patrick Pridgeon MS 1900 W20 L12 W25 D11  2.5   

11 Fouad Hujier AL 1566 H--- H--- W22 D10  2.5   

12 12-21 Luke Chatel AL 1507 W28 W10 L1 L8  2.0   

13 Ralph Brown FL 1720 W16 L3 W20 L7  2.0   

14 Brian Gordon Barfield AL 1300 L3 W30 W26 L5  2.0   

15 Henry Hunt FL 1800 W22 W24 L6 L4  2.0   

16 Arion Biswas AL  837 L13 W19 L4 W25  2.0 Top U1000  

17 Peter Joseph Wood AL 1072 L1 L9 W32 W27  2.0   

18 Gerald Macdonald MS 1209 L6 W32 L7 W28  2.0   

19 Dorman David AL 1300 L7 L16 W29 W24  2.0   

20 Brody T Bourque LA 1075 L10 W31 L13 W26  2.0   

21 Martin M Poynter AL 1377 W31 L1 W24  ---  2.0   

22 22-23 Matt Stevanus AL  945 L15 D23 L11 W32  1.5   

23 Barry Sellew AL 1428 L26 D22 W28 L9  1.5   

24 24-30 Shaun Barfield AL  633 W11 L15 L21 L19  1.0   

25 Jacob Vance Devers AL 1126 L2 W29 L10 L16  1.0   

26 William Schmidt AL unr. W23 L8 L14 L20  1.0   

27 Valerie Hodgson AL 1581 W32 L6 L9 L17  1.0   

28 Aayushka Binu AL  270 L12 B--- L23 L18  1.0   

29 Willie M Hosford AL  769 L5 L25 L19 W31  1.0   

30 Robert Foil AL  852 L8 L14 W31  ---  1.0   

31 31-32 Wyatt Erb FL unr. L21 L20 L30 L29  0.0   

32 Carlos Daniel Garcia Lira AL  714 L27 L18 L17 L22  0.0   

 $ËÐÛÖÙɀÚɯÕÖÛÌȯɯ.ÕÊÌɯÈÎÈÐÕȮɯÛÏÌɯ,ÖÉÐÓÌɯ"ÏÌÚÚɯ"ÓÜÉɯÖÙÎÈÕÐáÌËɯÈÕËɯÏÖÚÛÌËɯÛÏÌɯ ÓÈÉÈÔÈɯ"ÏÌÚÚƝƚƔɯ

"ÏÈÔ×ÐÖÕÚÏÐ×ȭɯ ÓÛÏÖÜÎÏɯÐÛɯÞÈÚɯ)Ìřɯ3ÖÉÐÕɯÖÍɯ%ÓÖÙÐËÈɯÞÏÖɯÎÖÛɯŗÙÚÛɯ×ÓÈÊÌɯÖÝÌÙÈÓÓɯÞÐÛÏɯÈɯ×ÌÙÍÌÊÛɯÚÊÖÙÌȮɯ

,ÖÉÐÓÌɀÚɯÖÞÕɯ3ÖÔɯ#ÌÕÛÖÕɯÞÈÚɯÛÏÌɯÛÖ×-ÚÊÖÙÐÕÎɯ ÓÈÉÈÔÈɯÙÌÚÐËÌÕÛɯȹÞÐÛÏɯƗȭƙɤƘȺȭɯ3ÏÌÙÌÍÖÙÌȮɯ3ÖÔɯÉÌÊÈÔÌɯ

ÛÏÌɯƖƔƖƚɯ ÓÈÉÈÔÈɯ"ÏÌÚÚƝƚƔɯ"ÏÈÔ×ÐÖÕȭɯ.ÛÏÌÙɯ×ÙÐáÌÞÐÕÕÌÙÚɯÈÙÌɯÓÐÚÛÌËɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÊÙÖÚÚÛÈÉÓÌȰɯ×ÏÖÛÖÚɯÉàɯ

8ÈÌÕÌÌɯ/ÈÙÒɯÈ××ÌÈÙɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÕÌßÛɯ×ÈÎÌȭ 
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Clockwise from top: Tom 

Denton puts pieces on the 

demo board to show that 

roundõs starting position; the 

Mobile Chess Club sign; play 

underway in the tournament 

hall. Photos by Yaenee Park. Â 
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Photos (top to bottom): 1. Quick Championship winners William 

Wu (left) with Isaac Snow. 2. U1600 AL Quick Champion 

Benjamin Lindmark. 3. Blitz Championship winners (left to right) 

Damir Studen, Isaac Snow, & Jonathan Rasberry. (Photos 1-3 by 

Doug Strout.) 4. Huntsville Classic Premier winner Sherwood 

Dong. 5. Reserve winner Pareesh Ramanathan. 6. Amateur 

winner Will Crocker. 6. Birmingham Classic Premier winner 

Dhruva Movva. 7. Reserve winner Joseph Graveling. 8. Amateur 

winner Dillon Sluss. (Photos 4-8 by Caesar Lawrence.) Â 

Summertime in Alabama: The Winnerõs Circle 
from Doug Strout, Caesar Lawrence, and uschess.org 

2026 ALABAMA QUICK CHESS CHAMPIONSHIP 

Montgomery, AL ð June 6, 2026 

TD: Doug Strout (Evangel Chess Club) 

Open winners: Isaac Snow and William Wu (FL) 

2026 AL Quick Champion : Isaac Snow 
U1600 winner & U1600 AL Quick Champion : 

 Benjamin Lindmark 

 

2026 ALABAMA BLITZ CHESS CHAMPIONSHIP 

Montgomery, AL ð June 6, 2026 

TD: Doug Strout (Evangel Chess Club) 

1st place: Damir Studen (GA), Isaac Snow, and 

 Jonathan Rasberry 
2026 AL Blitz Champions : Isaac Snow & Jonathan 

 Rasberry. Isaac won the trophy on tiebreaks. 

 

2026 HUNTSVILLE CLASSIC & SCHOLASTIC 

Huntsville, AL ð June 20, 2026 

TD: Caesar Lawrence (Caesar Chess) 

Premier winner: Sherwood Dong, 3.5/4 

Reserve winner: Pareesh Ramanathan, 4/4 

Amateur winner: Will Crocker, 4/4 

Bishop (Scholastic) winner: Keshav Menon, 4.5/5 

Pawn (Scholastic) winner: Asher Jones, 5/5 

 

2025 BIRMINGHAM CLASSIC & SCHOLASTIC 

Birmingham, AL ð July 11, 2026 

TD: Caesar Lawrence (Caesar Chess) 

Premier winner: Dhruva Movva, 3.5/4 

Reserve winner: Joseph Graveling, 3.5/4 

Amateur winner: Dillon Sluss, 4/4 

Bishop (Scholastic) winner: Edward Hu, 5/5 

Pawn (Scholastic) winners: Edwin Hu & 

 Joel Wingard, 4/5 
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 .Õɯ )ÜÓàɯ ƕƜȮɯ ƖƔƖƚȮɯ $ÝÈÕÎÌÓɯ "ÏÌÚÚɯ

"ÓÜÉɯÏÖÚÛÌËɯÛÏÌɯƖƔƖƚɯ ÓÈÉÈÔÈɯ#ÜÈÓ-1ÈÛÌËɯ

2ÛÈÛÌɯ "ÏÌÚÚɯ "ÏÈÔ×ÐÖÕÚÏÐ×ȭɯ 3ÐÔÌɯ ÊÖÕÛÙÖÓɯ

ÞÈÚɯ&ɤƘƙɯÞÐÛÏɯÈɯƕƔ-ÚÌÊÖÕËɯÐÕÊÙÌÔÌÕÛȭ 

 3ÏÌɯ ÛÖÜÙÕÈÔÌÕÛɯ ÏÈËɯ ÈÕɯ $ÝÈÕÎÌÓ-

ÙÌÊÖÙËɯȹàÌÚȮɯ(ɯÓÖÖÒÌËɯÐÛɯÜ×Ⱥɯ%(%38ɯ×ÓÈàÌÙÚȹȵȺɯ

ÍÙÖÔɯ  ÓÈÉÈÔÈȮɯ &ÌÖÙÎÐÈȮɯ ,ÐÚÚÐÚÚÐ××ÐȮɯ

3ÌÕÕÌÚÚÌÌȮɯ ÈÕËɯ -ÌÞɯ 8ÖÙÒɯ ȹÛÏÌɯ ×ÙÌÝÐÖÜÚɯ

ÙÌÊÖÙËɯÞÈÚɯƘƛɯ×ÓÈàÌÙÚɯÈÛɯ#ÜÈÓɯƖƔƖƗȺȭɯ3ÏÌɯ

ƖƔƖƚɯ #ÜÈÓɯ ÞÈÚɯ ÈÓÚÖɯ ÛÏÌɯ %(%3$$-3'ɯ

ÐÛÌÙÈÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÌÝÌÕÛȮɯÈÕËɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÉÌÎÐÕÕÐÕÎɯ

ÞÌɯÏÈËɯÈɯŗŲÐÕÎɯÛÙÐÉÜÛÌɯÛÖɯ1ÏÖËÌÚɯ/ÌÌÓÌȮɯ

ÞÏÖɯ ×ÈÚÚÌËɯ ÙÌÊÌÕÛÓàȭɯ 1ÏÖËÌÚɯ ÞÈÚɯ ÈÕɯ

 ÓÈÉÈÔÈɯ2ÛÈÛÌɯ"ÏÈÔ×ÐÖÕɯÈÕËɯÈɯƖƔƖƗɯ "%ɯ

'ÈÓÓɯÖÍɯ%ÈÔÌɯÐÕËÜÊÛÌÌȭ 

 3ÏÈÕÒÚɯ ÛÖɯ ÈÓÓɯ ÛÏÌɯ ×ÓÈàÌÙÚɯ ÍÖÙɯ

ÚÜ××ÖÙÛÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÌÝÌÕÛȮɯÈÕËɯÊÖÕÎÙÈÛÜÓÈÛÐÖÕÚɯ

ÛÖɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÞÐÕÕÌÙÚɯ ȹ×ÓÈàÌÙÚɯ ÍÙÖÔɯ  ÓÈÉÈÔÈɯ

ÜÕÓÌÚÚɯÔÈÙÒÌËȺȯ 
 

.ҬҡҪɯ2ҡҟҰҥҫҪ 

2ÌÊÛÐÖÕɯÞÐÕÕÌÙȯɯ#ÏÙÜÝÈɯ,ÖÝÝÈɯȹ& ȺȮɯƘɤƘȭ 

ƖÕËɯ×ÓÈÊÌɯÈÕËɯ ÓÈÉÈÔÈɯ2ÛÈÛÌɯ#ÜÈÓ-1ÈÛÌËɯ

"ÏÈÔ×ÐÖÕÚȯɯ(ÚÈÈÊɯ2ÕÖÞɯȫɯ2ÊÖŲɯ5ÈÙÈÎÖÕÈȮɯ

ƗɤƘȭɯȹ(ÚÈÈÊɯÞÐÕÚɯÛÙÖ×ÏàɯÖÕɯÛÐÌÉÙÌÈÒȭȺ 

4ƖƔƔƔɯ ×ÙÐáÌȯɯ 2ÈÐɯ *ÌÚÐÙÌËËàȮɯ 3ÐÔÖÛÏàɯ

3ÈàÓÖÙȮɯÈÕËɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛÖ×ÏÌÙɯ3ÈÝÌÙÕÐÌÙɯȹ-8Ⱥȭ 
 

4ƕƜƔƔɯ2ҡҟҰҥҫҪ 

 ÓÈÉÈÔÈɯ 2ÛÈÛÌɯ 4ƕƜƔƔɯ #ÜÈÓ-1ÈÛÌËɯ

"ÏÈÔ×ÐÖÕÚȯɯ $ÛÏÈÕɯ *ÐÔÉÈÓÓɯ ÈÕËɯ  ÚÏÞÐÕɯ

*ÜÙÈ×ÈÛàȭɯȹ$ÛÏÈÕɯÞÐÕÚɯÛÙÖ×ÏàɯÖÕɯÛÐÌÉÙÌÈÒȭȺ 

4ƕƙƔƔɯ ×ÙÐáÌȯɯ 1àÈÕɯ /ÙÖÝÖÚÛɯ ȫɯ #ÌÍÖÙÌÚÛɯ

!ÐÙÕÌàȭ 
 

4ƕƖƔƔɯ2ҡҟҰҥҫҪ 

 ÓÈÉÈÔÈɯ 2ÛÈÛÌɯ 4ƕƖƔƔɯ #ÜÈÓ-1ÈÛÌËɯ

"ÏÈÔ×ÐÖÕȯɯ)ÈÔÌÌÓɯ(Ë-#ÌÌÕȭ 

ƖÕËɯ×ÓÈÊÌȯɯ!ÙàÛÖÕɯ"ÈÔÞÌÓÓȭ 

4ƕƔƔƔɯ ×ÙÐáÌȯɯ 2ÈÔÈÙÛÏɯ  ÙÖÙÈɯ ȫɯ 5ÈÙÜÕɯ

1ÈÝÈÓȭ 

 ɯÍÌÞɯÖÛÏÌÙɯÕÖÛÌÚȯ 

 

ƕȺɯ 2ÊÖŲɯ 5ÈÙÈÎÖÕÈɯ ÐÚɯ Èɯ 2ÛÈÛÌɯ #ÜÈÓ-1ÈÛÌËɯ

"ÏÈÔ×ÐÖÕɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÛÏÐÙËɯàÌÈÙɯÐÕɯÈɯÙÖÞȮɯƙɯÖÍɯ

ÛÏÌɯÓÈÚÛɯƚȮɯÈÕËɯÕÐÕÌɯÐÕɯÛÖÛÈÓȭ 

ƖȺɯ (ÚÈÈÊɯ 2ÕÖÞɯ ÐÚɯ 2ÛÈÛÌɯ #ÜÈÓ-1ÈÛÌËɯ

"ÏÈÔ×ÐÖÕɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÚÌÊÖÕËɯÛÐÔÌȮɯÈÕËɯÈÚɯÈɯ

ƖƔƖƚɯ ÊÏÈÔ×ÐÖÕɯ ÖÍɯ ÛÏÌɯ 0ÜÐÊÒȮɯ !ÓÐųȮɯ ÈÕËɯ

#ÜÈÓȮɯ(ÚÈÈÊɯÏÈÚɯÈɯÎÙÈÕËɯÚÓÈÔɯÐÕɯ×ÓÈàɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯ

ƖƔƖƚɯÊÓÈÚÚÐÊÈÓɯ2ÛÈÛÌɯ"ÏÈÔ×ÐÖÕÚÏÐ×ȭ 

ƗȺɯ$ÛÏÈÕɯ*ÐÔÉÈÓÓɯÐÚɯ4ƕƜƔƔɯ2ÛÈÛÌɯ#ÜÈÓ-1ÈÛÌËɯ

"ÏÈÔ×ÐÖÕɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÚÌÊÖÕËɯÊÖÕÚÌÊÜÛÐÝÌɯàÌÈÙȭ 

ƘȺɯ+ÐÚÛɯÖÍɯ ÓÈÉÈÔÐÈÕÚɯÞÏÖɯÖÜÛÚÊÖÙÌËɯÔÌɯÐÕɯ

ÛÏÌɯ.×ÌÕɯÚÌÊÛÐÖÕɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯƖƔƖƚɯ#ÜÈÓȯɯ(ÚÈÈÊȮɯ

2ÊÖŲȮɯ!ÙÐÈÕȮɯ2ÈÐȮɯ3ÐÔÖÛÏàȭɯ3ÏÈÛɀÚɯÐÛȭɯ(ɯÊÓÈÐÔɯ

Èɯ2(73'-×ÓÈÊÌɯŗÕÐÚÏɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÚÛÈÛÌɯ#ÜÈÓɯÞÏÐÓÌɯ

ÈÓÚÖɯÛÖÜÙÕÈÔÌÕÛ-ËÐÙÌÊÛÐÕÎɯƙƔɯ×ÓÈàÌÙÚȭɯÂ 

15th Alabama Dual-Rated State Championship 
by TD Doug Strout 

Clockwise from top left: I. Snow, S. Varagona, J. Id-Deen, 

E. Kimball, A. Kurapaty, D. Movva. Photos by Doug Strout. 


