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NM Stephen Adamscénte) receives the 2025 Alabama State
Chess Championship plaque from TD Balagee Govinkdin (
IM Stuart Rachelsi@h) visited the tournament site on the last

day of competition and posed for photos with the winners.

Photo by Jonathan Sanchez.
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72nd Alabama State Chess Championship:

Tournament Report

by TD Balagee Govindan
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Alabama Chess Antics
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IM Rachels, Blaine Lands, TD Balagee Govindan. Photos by Jonathan San
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Open Section
Pl aceName Rati StatRounitRounitRountRouniRountRount Tot al
1 Stephen Adams 228¢ AL W15 W11 W2 w7 D4 w8 B, B
2 Xavier Bruni 206¢ AL W1 6 w2 7 L1 W6 W9 w4 5
3 Dani el Gentry 198¢ GA W1 8 D4 L21 W2 0 W1 2 w7 4.5
4-6 Matthew Puckei 2262 AL W3 0 D3 W9 w8 D1 L2 4

Jeffrey Byrd 185z AL W2 8 L8 W1 8 L9 W2 4 W11 4

Shawn Choi 172¢ AL U w1 3 W11 L2 W1 8 W17 4
7-1 0 Bill Mel vi n 220C AL W2 2 W2 6 D8 L1 W10 L3 g, B

Aaron DeCord 211: AL w29 W5 D7 L4 W1 4 L1 3.5

Samuel Baskari 195: AL W19 w2 1 L4 W5 L2 D10 g, B

Cody Smith 187C AL w1 3 U w27 w21 L7 D9 3.5
1113 Thomas Denton 2067 AL W2 4 L1 L6 w2 7 W2 2 L5 3

Brent | nman 201 AL L27 D16 W25 D22 L3 W2 4 3

Arush Reddy Bi 156: AL L10 L6 D29 D19 B W2 2 3
14920 Chibuzo Ilonz¢ 2108 AL U W29 D22 W1 6 L8 U 2.5

Joshua Wakefi«¢ 1805 AL L1 D20 L16 D23 w2 7 D18 2.5

Kevin Judice | 171¢ AL L2 D12 W1 5 L14 D25 D19 2.5

Aayush Shriva: 171 GA U U w2 8 D25 W2 0 L6 2.5

Aritra Biswas 160 AL L3 W3 0 L5 W2 6 L6 D15 2.5

Sarah E Peter 1611 AL L9 L22 D23 D13 X D16 2.5

Benjamin Lindi 1551 AL U D15 W3 0 L3 L17 W2 8 2.5
2125 Scott Varagoni 2297 AL w2 3 L9 W3 L10 U U 2

Al i sher Khasali 180€¢ AL L7 W19 D14 D12 L11 L13 2

Patrick Dowd 179¢ AL L21 L24 D19 D15 w2 8 U 2

Et han Josi ah 170& AL L11 w2 3 W2 6 U L5 L12 2

Har shi |l Me ht a 1365t AL L26 B L12 D17 D16 2
2628 Timothy Taylor 181€¢ AL W2 5 L7 L24 L18 F 1

Kendal | Frank: 166¢ AL W1 2 L2 L10 L11 Li& 1

Val eri e Hodgs¢ 150C AL L5 U L17 L23 L20 1
29 Logan Mercer 1721 DC L8 L14 D13 0.5
30 Yan Zhu 1794 AL L4 L18 L20 0

Crosstable info obtained fhtps://ratings.uschess.org/event/20250831Pig82players are listeddtingorder, not necessarily in tiebreak order.
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The final showdown of the Open Section. ForegroundBriocketBoard 2.
Background: DeCéwdams on Board 1. Photo by Jonathan Sanchez.
Reserve (U1600) Section
Pl aceName Rati StatRounitRouniRouniRouniRountRount Tot al
1 Zi xuan Li 1187 GA U W2 5 W2 3 W2 2 W6 W3 5
2-4 Jonathan Sancl|l Unr. AL w2 3 W1 2 D4 D3 D7 w9 4.5
Jacob New 153€¢€ AL W2 0 W1 4 W1 8 D2 w4 L1 4.5
Brian Johnson 1524 AL W1 3 W2 4 D2 w9 L3 w7 4.5
5-6 Ashish Vyas 1441 AL D19 L10 D17 W2 3 W1 8 W15 4
Noah Smith 121¢ AL D9 W17 D22 W19 L1 W11 4
7-1 0 Nat han Curtis 146: AL U w8 W1 3 W1 6 D2 L4 8o B
Et han Ki mball 1427 AL L11 L7 W2 6 w17 w2 2 D10 3.5
Fouad Hujier 1341 AL D6 W15 W10 L4 W1 4 L2 o B
Martin Poyntel 1297 AL D22 W5 L9 D15 W1 6 D8 3.5
1116 James King 141C AL W8 L18 L16 w1 3 W19 L6 3
Jason Paul Wil 137C AL W1 6 L2 L19 w21 L15 W1 8 3
Jason P Wilco: 1296 AL L4 W2 1 L7 L11 W2 5 W19 3
Shambeau Das 130z AL w21 L3 W2 4 D18 L9 D17 3
Nora Farris 125t AL D17 L9 W2 5 D10 W1 2 5 3
Mor anuol uwaghbi 1217 AL L12 W2 0 w11 L7 L10 W2 6 3
178 Jill Renni e 1432z GA D15 L6 D5 L8 W2 0 D14 2295
John D Flemini 121t AL B W11 L3 D14 L5 L12 2.5
1921 Scott Kassan 128¢€¢ AL D5 D22 W1 2 L6 L11 L13 2
Thomas Sirna 1323 AL L3 L16 L21 W2 4 L17 W2 5 2
Aditya Meht a 1211 AL L14 L13 W2 0 L12 W2 6 U 2
22 William David 152C AL D10 D19 D6 L1 L8 U 1.5
2324 Bhavani Ambati 1338 AL L2 W2 6 L1 LS F U 1
Xavier Rodrigri 1212 AL W2 5 L4 L14 L20 F U 1
2526 Dor man David 136€¢€ AL L24 L1 L15 D26 L13 L20 0.5
Shrinityaa Vii¢ 1087 GA U L23 L8 D25 L21 L16 0.5
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Amateur (U1200) Section
Pl aceName Rati StatRouni(RouniRountRountRouniRount Tot al
1-3 Bl aine Lands 114%: AL w27 W19 W7 L6 W5 w4 5
Ai dan Saldanhi 919F AL W3 5 W2 6 L6 W2 0 w8 W10 5
Eshan Deverapi 848F AL Lid& W3 3 w11 W1 3 W1 6 W6 5
4-5 Aashka Vyas 102:%t AL W3 1 D17 W2 0 W1 6 W6 L1 4.5
Aadi tya Raval 988 AL D28 W2 2 W1 5 W17 L1 W1 3 4.5
6-1 2 Def orest Birni 102¢& AL W3 2 W2 5 W2 w1 L4 L3 4
Graham Birney 922 AL W3 0 w1 3 L1 w1 4 L10 W15 4
Jaiden Trawicl 926F AL W3 6 L16 W3 0 W9 L2 W1 8 4
Krishna Patil 923F AL X w2 1 L16 L8 W3 2 W17 4
Steven O'" Conn¢ 860 AL W2 3 L20 w31 W2 6 w7 L2 4
Karthi k Panchi 497F AL L17 w2 4 L3 W3 1 W2 0 W19 4
Keerthana Pant¢ 511 AL L19 L27 B W2 2 W2 5 W1 6 4
123 Viraat Satkuri 107¢& AL W2 4 L7 W2 2 L3 W2 6 L5 3
Al andra Jacks¢ 110C AL L22 W2 8 w2 7 L7 D18 D21 3
Joshua Daymear Unr. AL W3 D18 L5 w2 1 D17 L7 3
Shaun McGrath 916 AL W2 9 w8 W9 L4 L3 L12 3
Samuel Liao 854 AL W11 D4 W1 8 L5 D15 L9 3
Arion Biswas 902 AL W3 3 D15 L17 W3 5 D14 L8 3
Ulugbek Khasai 894 AL W1 2 L1 L29 w23 W3 8 L11 3
Samarth Arora 830 AL W3 9 W10 L4 L2 L11 W3 2 3
Abi gail Barbr« 842 AL W3 4 L9 D35 L15 W2 4 D14 3
Arjun Aror a 727F AL W1 4 L5 L13 L12 W3 3 W25 3
Varun Raval 636 AL L10 W3 4 L25 L19 W3 6 w27 3
24 McLean Birney 707 AL L13 L11 D28 W3 7 L21 W3 1 2.5
254 Warner Smith 851 AL W3 7 L6 w2 3 U L12 L22 2
Randal l Tew 804 AL W3 8 L2 W3 7 L10 L13 U 2
Prathan Kothai 803F AL L1 W1 2 L14 L30 W3 5 L23 2
Sri Medhansh | 679F AL D5 L14 D24 W3 6 U 2
Kevin Burke BB B AL L16 W3 6 W19 U U 2
Devmith Sivuri 507F AL L7 W3 2 L8 w2 7 U 2
Ved Raval 650 AL L4 W3 8 L10 L11 W3 4 L24 2
Shrey Aror a 683F AL L6 L30 W3 8 W3 4 L9 L20 2
Il ra Birney 493 AL L18 L3 L36 W3 9 L22 W3 8 2
Keshav Menon Unr . AL L21 L23 W3 9 L32 L31 W3 6 2
3R Lakshay Vinodl 605F AL L2 W3 9 D21 L18 L27 U 1.5
3638 James Saucier Unr . AL L8 L29 W3 3 L28 L23 L34 1
Sehath Sivuru| 292F AL L25 B L26 L24 U U 1
Samuel Leonar« Unr. AL L26 L31 L32 B L19 L33 1
39 Arnav Soni Unr . AL L20 L8 L34 L83 U U 0 A




2025 Alabama State Chess Championship

by Stephen Adams
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Alabama Chess Antics
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Alabama Chess Hall of Fame: Class of 2025

by Scott Varagona, Bill Melvin, and Tom Denton
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The Heart Attack Game

by Bill Melvin
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by Scott Varagona
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Recent Results

from uschess.org; photos submitted by Caesar Lawrence; Mobile Open Report from the Mobile Chess Club

2025BIRMINGHAM CHALLENGE

Birmingham, Ald September 27, 2025

TD: Caesar Lawrence (Caesar Chess)
Premier winner: Stephen Adams, 3.5 points
Reserve winners: Luke Horne & Shambeau Das, 3.5 points |
Amateur winner: Josh Ulrich, 4 points

2025NATIONAL CHESEDAY SCHOLASTIC
Galleria Mall: Hoover, AB October 11, 2025
TD: Caesar Lawrence (Caesar Chess)
Charity: Childrends of Al abj@Z"®
Knight (Quickrated U1100) winner: Haley Carodine, 5/5 il
Novice (512, not rated) winner: Peter Arledge, 5/5
Primary (K4, not rated) winner: Nolan Bohde, 5/5

Left Stephen Adams keeps on winning! He got clear first
at the 2025 Birmingham Challenge (Premier Section).

NATIONAL CHESSDAY CKN 2025TOURNAMENT Right Birmingham Challenge Amateur champion Josh
Trussville, ALd October 11, 2025 Ulrich.

TD: Balagee Govindan (ChessKidsNation)

Rated k12 winner: Ryan Wu, 4/5

Rated k6 winner: Graham Birney & Arjun Arora, 4/5
Rated k3 winner: Ved Raval & Varun Raval, 4.5/5

2025MCCL HaLLOWEEN TOURNAMENT (Quick-Rated)

Madison, ALS October 25, 2025

TD: Todd Guthrie (Madison City Chess League)

K-12 winners: Christina Yang, Blaine Lands, Jonathan Lam,
& Dennis Lenski, 3.5/4

K-5 winner: Samuel Liao, 4/4

K-3 winners: Rishika Baipu, Yuan Su, & Archer Kim, 3/4

AboveCaesar Lawrence (right) with two participants at
the 2025 National Chess Day Scholastic event at the
Galleria.

Left Some of the winners from the National Chess Day
Scholastic stand proudly with their trophies and medals.




