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At the 2024 Magic City Classic, Caesar Lawrence
receives a special recognition for serving as aTD at

500 USCHated tournaments.
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The 2024 Magic City Classic

by Scott Varagona, with crosstables from Caesar Lawrence; game submitted by Xavier Bruni

371 w, ET PEw" PUaw" O
UUEEDPUDPOOEOOGawUiI T woOE
EEOI OEEUwal EUwbOw OE
I DUODOT T EOQwOOw#1 ET OE|
"TUUET w EVQw ' UOOOwW ' E
UOUUOEOI OUwUBUI OWEOE &
PEUwUT 1 wOUT EOPATl UWE O
Kt wxOEal UUw xEUUDEDx 5
Ul EUPOOUbw /Ul OP1 Uw
@4t YYAOWEOEwW OEUI UU

Photo by TD Caesar Lawrence.

3T PUwl EPUDPOOW O w
PEUwWOOUEEOI wi OUwUI YIUOUOCEWOI wxUEEUPEEOOAWI YI
E1 EEUUIl woOl wEwl PUUOUIxOEawDOd w2l Whodv & Aaudud bl
OUPTI POEOw, ET PEw" PUau$sRxl UUDWEOUI EEaynk
x OEETl wbOw! pUOPOT T EQuw O w
NWKOw EQEw T EEw i1 EUC 311 wbbOOI UwWwOT wlOT 1 ul Yyl
xOEal UUw O w UT 1T w NWYUT PUwWwUOUUOBEODI OUOQwW7EYPI U
3T T UUI OOWECEwW2UUEUUwWUT 6P EWUUWEOOwWUT EVWiw| wp
(, w! OUPUwW*OT EOwOl w& ET EPOwWUT PUwal EUowbOw] OU(
POOAS w21 EOOEQWEI EEUUI EOUEUUPEWT EOI wbbPUU w| OE
PT OQwxOEal EwPOwUT EVwr(, w 20UEUVwW 1EET T OUnu| + B
UOUUOBGEOI OUOWPEUWOOP W OEE@@%BXIUUUOm?EYDIUw
POwPUWET EPOOwi OUVawaxUOET wEEOYI wi PUw PBDBEDW
EIl EEUUIl w "EITUEUw +EHHRWwi EYDPOT wEwWT OOEw EHAad w
Ul EOT OP4ATl Ewi OUwUIT UYPPOxUI UUI Ew Eaw UT 1T w T|EODI
42"-%WEUI EwOOUUOEOI BUUWUT EOOOT OET EwPUwi OUwx|UEOD

OUbE Wi EOOUwW UOw 7EYP| Uuw

- OIDuJI OUuJUI I uJEEUE)OUUEOE)L)E)OI wUOl T wdOOUEUHOOS

N T R

OOUUwWxEUUOwWI REI xUOuwi O |

ETEPOUCOwWUT T WBUEEwWOBE (, w2UUEUVUU@WEEBT UGUWU|OD
| EUOEUUENSd w81 Uwx1 WiwE wup kil WA ol Ykt A
Ul EOOCa W WU Ea®®i | UOw | YI Kw, ET PEw" pUaw" OEPUD]

2EQwWOl I xUwl pYDPOT wol w! I PUOPOT T E-DO@Iwy | +Kwhi




Winter 2025

i Kwi kw!l -1+t w-Et wt COUVET wOOUI WEEDBT T UOUU WL U we
KaWw Awt 611 NWFWEBRBW EEx UEE 0D E E O wxuCkebOLtukepi aul Wi Tub 8
NG!El WEKkwhYSI REKkwI K POw OUw OOUO0w | KGEREL njudbUuw
I Ed OEPOOCaw UOw Ul KR BEIEEPWD E w
| k6! BT AHIKB w2 UOEOr UT wpPl 1 Uu
 OUw 61T PUI Ow EUUw HUW pOU
UUx1 UT UOEOwW OI UYI Gdw Qu H1 6
T Exx] OPOT woOOwUT 1 woObPl UPE
UT EUB

wYl UawUT EUxw! EOQT wbl
OUE UUI HOOB KU ER E k w huK
lk BEREKwW - BT kw hut ERT ¥
-T KwhWd! I Kw! B KwhNS -
-1 kwl BOEK w- 1t H

| KO6T+ w | kauoditiyw EITEDPDYI w
OPUUEOI Ow EEEOQUEDOT w JOw UI
| k61EKnw POUOEwW T EYI b EOE]
UxEOOPOT wKBREOH UBS

18T BRI+ w! Ad R Lkl HBIOO &I
Uil wgdOxUUI UwUI T EUEU
Ul EOOOI OB &®IEW w DOUUI E
EOUOEw EUT Ul wwi EICQPEE

dw




Page 6 Alabama Chess Antics

371 w UUEEI Ow UdURENQI ECEQaG w2l 1 wxd whl 8 Aju2 O
IRxO0O0PUPOT wUI 1T wbpl EOQwr OEOQWUOUBEOW7EYDI U i|l OE
61T DUl wrTTUPOT wi OUwWwT xOPOUUOWEOCEW( whEUwNW P U wE
UTIHO@REI nwEOOI Ww&EDialbbbUT w( UEEEwW2 O0O0P WEOE W] OOF
IEMEEWEYUEEOwWDPUwi BUCEOUOWNOUUODOT wi OUwxOPDUE
| AGEKwW 1REKwW | WBEKwW ER

PYyo*T huwlit wtwdol + wil | (OQwUOT T wr OEOwT EOT wpOuw
EOOwUI | wOEUEOI UOwW7EYDI
POUOwOOawtcEEOGD Wi Ol  Of
"EUEOOw EYEOEI w5EUPEUD
61 PUIl Ow 7EYPI Uw OUDPI Ed xO
UEEUDTr El wOOwl I OWEwWOD PI
PT OO01 wPEI EwUOUUOT EwOU0wU
EOEw( wUOOPOAWEUOYT wli
UOOOwWwOYI UwU0iT 1T wi EOI 8
[ EUEWEOEWOOOOPOT wi O wUl
Yi Uawi OEOwE U Whi Wi( I0QurrE
l EUEwbPEaAwi OUwUT 1T wOOUPOE
o o 7EYDPI UOWEUUWTT wUUBDOPDuw I
2DOxOaw ElI EUUDI UOB W - (x 9pOUUwPOWEwWUDOT 61 wHEAC
FRO* T T w ORI+ w +KkOLIBI x gOUEWOOWT EVI wel i1 EQ0| E wl
ECOYDOEDOI wl OOUI'T OWER] QwEOUT OUT T wOawx OEafubE
UEaUw t+ 61l BT KwOEtHRW ] EgoawUOUBEUOWOT PUwWOPUS
Y1 QwUOUOGOT 1 UOWUBOET ¢f i1 woOOUOWUBI OUT T JEEC

PDUT wi PUwWBUI 1 OWEOEW! ype g pul i Uwi EEOWOT|ESOS
EOLU EUEEOQOuw EIZEE)@L*UJL@&”O{DDOUJDOUJI OUOE wt &
b+ 8117 hvwoit wt Kd*T1 w! R

++608i+w089§@ﬁiuﬂ&5'EfE@Kj (OGwOT T w1l Uil UYI w2i|EUD
WPUUOaw'BUUEOUEDOEU2UOwO|w PUUPUUDx xDwOPOO
, Uow! Pruobn w b 8kw xOPOUUOWEUW T+ w Joodu

Ei@EOEwDOwlOUGEwKwUCin

(Ow1OUOEwW: Ow7EYypi| UG I POEw YPEUOUAG W YPOE

F Ul Ow PPOGDOT w Bl Epoy OEUI U0w2i EUPOOOW20I|Vi w
Ol EOPT POl Ow (, witel| PPUI WEwWE &6 WEGEDED Qi wAl Ui

fEYIwEwIEUEwUDOIOwEUUEOU|WO|wU|'wlYqu%W"OC




Winter 2025 Page 7

Left to right: The top 4 boards of the Premier Section in Round 1; Amateur winner Steve Tedeschi; Premier wianer Scot|

Photos by Caesar Lawrence.

2024 MAGIC CITY CLASSIC: MCC_PREMIER -- Standings

# |Place Name ID Rating Post (St Rd1 Rd2 |[Rd3 |Rd4 Total T-MedT-SolkT-Cun|T-Op. T-BlacT-1-onPrize

1 1 Scott Varagona |1274442248 2263 |AL D4 |W12 W6 W2 |35 [75 8 8 23 2 0 250.00/1st
2 |2-3  |Xavier Bruni 1584052053 2104 |AL W7 W6 W3 L1 30 B85 10 9 25 2 1 75.00/

3 Zachary | Snow 11{1533652105 2108 |AL W11 W5 L2 W7 3.0 |7 8 8 225 |2 0 75.00

4 |4-5  Samuel Baskarraj1666581880 (1948 |AL D1 W8 L5 W10 |25 8 95 6 23 2 0 150.00/Class A
5 Jonathan Rasberr1467892073 2074 AL W13 |L3 W4 D8 |25 |75 85 65 (195 2 1

6 6-9 |Stuart Rachels [1147822548 (2522 AL W9 L2 L1 W11 |20 5 95 5 24 |2 0

7 Robert Presswood1203161600 (1648 |GA|L2 B-- W9 |L3 20 5 8 4 21 1 0 150.00/U1800
8 /Aaron Decord  |1567532156 2133 |AL D10 |L4 W11 D5 (2.0 4 75 45 (195 |2 0

9 Charles Meidinger1023712000 [1986 |AL L6 (W10 |L7 W12 |20 3 55 4 16 |2 0

10 [10 Saikarunya Kesirg1697431857 1849 |AL D8 [L9 W12 |L4 15 45 7 4 175 |2 0

11 [11-13 |Timothy Lee Tayl¢3030161810 (1809 |AL L3 |W13 L8 |L6 1.0 5 8 3 185 3 0

12 Kristian K Jordan (1519311525 1516 |AL |B--- |L1 L10 |L9 1.0 35 |7 3 16 | 0

13 Douglas Strout 1359261669 1654 |AL L5 [L11 B-- |U--- |1.0 |1 35 |1 9.5 |1 0

2024 MAGIC CITY CLASSIC: MCC_RESERVE -- Standings

# |Place Name ID Rating Post (St Rd1 [Rd2 |[Rd3 Rd4 Total 'iT-MedT-SoIkT-CurrT-Op. T-BlacT-1-onPrize

i 1 Vincent Sun 3040881545 (1588 MS|wW4 W9 D2 W3 |35 9 11 9 295 |2 0 175.00/1st
2 25  [Tunar Farhadli [314867/1353p |1404 |AL W16 (W10 D1 |D6 |3.0 j8 85 85 205 2 0 56.25/

3 lan Lowther 3027701487 (1494 |AL (W17 (W12 W8 |1 3.0 37 75 9 205 |2 0 56.25/

4 Shambeau Das 3044161319 [1399 |AL L1 W16 W15 W9 |3.0 ;6,5 7 6 20 |2 0 56.25

5 Nathan L Curtis 3041071385 [1381 |AL |L12 W13 W14 W8 |3.0 ;4,5 55 6 18 2 0 56.25

Varago


https://www.uschess.org/msa/XtblMain.php?202412283032.0
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6 67 Esteban Ces Jere3001691368 (1366 AL L8 (W11 (W12 |D2 25 7 85 [65 23 |2 (o]

7 Jashith Dadibattin[1720061336 1327 |GA|L10 W17 D13 W15 |25 4 45 |5 13 2 0

8 8-11 |Jason Wilcox Jr [3208961168p (1260 |AL (W6 (W15 |L3 -5 20 b5 95 |7 245 2 0 33.33/U1300
9 Sophia Lin Jerez (3001681348 1341 |AL W14 |L1 W10 L4 20 b5 95 6 225 2 0

10 Nelson Mills 3107921105p |1182 |AL W7 L2 L9 |W16 |2.0 45 8 5 205 |2 0 33.33

11 Thomas Char Sirn3215761201 1212 |AL [L15 [L6 (W17 W13 |2.0 2 5 3 135 |2 0 33.33

12 |12-14 |Mike Ward 3054001200 (1209 |AL W5 L3 L6 D14 (15 |65 (95 45 23 2 0

13 Kendall Maddox 113112941068 |1062 |AL B--- L5 D7 |L11 |15 45 75 4 14 |1 0

14 Jasmine Lin 3079981154 (1134 [TNL9 B-- |L5 [D12 |15 35 65 [25 |[165 |1 0

15 |15-17 |William Lo Perdue317831(1392 1329 |AL (W11 |L8 L4 L7 10 65 95 4 21 2 (0]

16 Noah Smith 3042931158 1112 |AL |L2 L4 B--- L10 (10 5 8 1 195 |2 (0]

17 Benjamin Lindmar3045401303 1241 |AL |L3 L7 L11 B- (10 45 [75 |0 17 2 (0]

2024 MAGIC CITY CLASSIC: MCC_AMATEUR -- Standings

# |Place Name ID Rating [Post |St Rd1 [Rd2 Rd3 Rd4 [Total T-MedT-SolkT-CunT-Op. [T-BlacT-1-onPrize

1 1 Steve Tedeschi [1270741142p 1244 AL W9 W13 W7 W2 (4.0 77 85 |10 24 2 0 125.00/1st
2 2-4 Edgerrin Al Weeks3159121145p (1167 |AL (W14 W3 W5 |L1 30 95 M1 9 275 2 0 91.67/

3 Blaine Lands 3211751015p [1051 |AL W15 |L2 w10 W7 30 7 8 7 21 2 0 91.67/

4 Mira Soylu 315793 712p 978 |AL W6 |L7 w13 w8 3.0 65 8 7 225 3 0 91.67/U800
5 |56 [Samuel Liao 305109878 969 |AL W11 W8 |L2 |D6 |25 75 85 |75 (225 |1 0.5

6 Arthur Thornton B[3189901127p (1091 AL |L4 W12 W9 D5 25 (75 85 [65 (205 2 0.5

7 7-10 Viraat Satkuri 1732041080 (1059 AL W12 (W4 |1 L3 20 6 1 7 26 2 (0]

8 Elijah Harville 3209561137p 1078 |AL W10 [L5 W14 L4 20 45 9 6 215 2 (0]

9 Shaun R McGrath300189 787 785 |AL |L1 W16 |L6 W11 |20 35 75 4 175 |2 0

10 Bailey He Rowlan(315650 772 784 |AL |L8 W11 L3 W12 |20 3 7 4 17 2 0

11 |11-15 |Brady Thomas [321457unr. 538 |AL L5 L10 W15 |L9 10 5 75 |2 16.5 |2 0

12 Cyrus Joseph Vici315855 689p 657 |AL L7 L6 w16 L10 |1.0 4 6.5 2 16.5 |2 0

13 Steven O'Connor (312182959 923 |AL (W16 [L1 L4 U--- 1.0 3 7 4 17 2 0

14 Scott Shockley (306596 799 788 |AL L2 W15 L8 U--- 1.0 |3 6 3 16 1 0

15 Aadhya Dadibattin317703 469p 439 |GA L3 L14 L11 W16 (1.0 25 55 11 12 2 0

16 |16 Rudra-Vard Mishr{319281/103p |100 |AL [L13 [L9 L12 |L15 |00 [35 [55 |0 1 2 0

The Reserve Section in Round 1. Photo by Caesar Bawrence.
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Caesar Lawrence: 500 Tournaments
by Scott Varagona
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Caesar presents Will Stevenson with his share of first prize Caesar with Clarence Kalenian at the 2012 Dothan Classic.
at the 2010 Chris Bond Memorial. Caesar would name later editions of this tournament in
Clarenceds honor.

for many years.

Caesar Lawrence with Rochelle Caesar ds student, Jon a CdesanwitiRRhedbsePeetentthe wi h s
Wu, who had just won the 2015 Chris Bond Memorial. 2015 Queen of Hearts at AUM.
North Alabama Open (Reserve) Caesar & Rhodes worked together
in 2014. to keep the Queen of Hearts going

t
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Above: Caesar, the TD for the 2015 Alabama
State Championship, with Scott Varagona. Below:

Caesar with Stephen Adams at the 2017 Vulcan.

Above: 2020 Dothan Open Reserve Section winner
Shawn Choi with Caesar Lawrence. Caesar helped
many traditional tournaments continue to run even
during the pandemic. Below: Caesar at the 2023
National Chess Day Scholastic.

Paul Laymon with Caesar Lawrence at the 2024
Alabama Senior Chess Championship.
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VaragoneRachels: The Rematch

by Scott Varagona
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