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At the 2024 Alabama State Championship in Mobile, IM Stuart Rachels (right) played hi
first classical rated chess game in thirty years. He opened with 1.e4 and eventually defeajed
Jeremiah Donahue (left). Rachels went on to score 5/6 and become Alabama State

Champion for the first time since 1986. (Photo AypticEditor.)




Page 2 Alabama Chess Antics

DNBESsay3da FTNRBY UKS
61 OEOOI wUODOUPBWOEWOEWOEIWRa wWEW UUEHOOA
OB| 0ii1 wECGOWOOW! YI KubPUT WEWEEST w3l | WOEpOwI
OOwUT |l w OEEEOEW2UEUI w"T EOxDOOUTI bxwbQu, C
OEEEOEwETiUUw@D@@@U&M@%EE@&&GUMOIEwUOu
EOEUUPEEOQuwxOEanw OOwUl T woOl awEl UEPOUWHEOU
i T PWOOUEEOI wi EOl UOWEOGEwWUT T wi UOOWUOUUQEODI
Uwxl UWOUEEPUDPOOOWET UP1 1 Owl1OUOEUWK wd ut wc
EOUDOTI UUwOI 1 UPOT wOUOOOwWxOEET 6w wiipwdbi PwOSEI YUuwbp
"TTUUw EOOwWOT wnEOI wEl Ul 0O0O0awhPEUWEOOEUVUEUI3mOwBf I w'
' OGEOBOOw#1 OWBOOT UEVDUOGEUPOOUWUOwWUT T Ul wYl VUaweEl Ul
UT 1T DPUwi UOOwW' EOOwWOI wHEOI WwEDOT UEXxT Pl UGWKEDEWODPE| wl E
%DOEOOaAaOw Pl wil EYT wUIKOOOUWW BHOBYIQEBEDOBOHOI O
OUT EOPEI UBUWwW +Ew OOAEPUWYEUPOUUWBEOOwW! YI KAQEE w|U U w
%E VAo O w ,OlwCEEIFO U T a4 uiBGERWOUEOPUYDOT wi EOI wUEOU| Uuw i
UOUUOBOEOI OUUS
%DOEOOAOWEVUWEOPEaAUOwWXx Ol EUI wUUEODPUwa O WIwEYiwl U
EOw OEEEOES®"T 1 UUBSEPUOUaT OEPOBEOOBW3T 1T wEI EEOPOI 1
PUw%l EVUUEUA whik &
2EOUwWS5EUET OOE
-OY1I OEl Uuwl | Quwl yI K
1/ C aSYOSNAKAIL
l'y® AYRADARdZWES 394 @ NI 2CprvS |
dzLl2y (GKS LI @YSydabrprapanfy dzt
wS3dzf F NJ YSYOSNEB YI & | SyJi SNJ
F'YR NBOSAOGS ALISOALFTf [Lidzpf AC
1/ C Fa GKS@& NP AdadzSRo !
G2 0S02Y$% AXNASNBIjdzA NBR |02
L' YEALGS LYT2NXIa2y d2N)y 4 A
0KS '/ C yR LI &b olpyndal f |
. 8yS8UGa 2F 6802YAy3a| by Y
NAIKG (2 orAR yOB2KSRG $DBC
_ _ _ édz(')KAI-v:El uAKS v!@l-OI-YI- {ﬂl]-iﬁé
Alabama repeseniies Lo e taiond schaesic ounenenisfe. NS OSAGS | ROSNbaAYI [iKN
Saikarunya Kesireddy, Xavier Bruni. (Photo on ACF Facebook pagg )2 dZN‘y YsS }/ uaao
Disclaimer: comments by authors of individual articles in the Antics do not necessarily reflect the viewsfti€éng. ACF or it o




wS3dzZ I NJ wik ay3a

Official published ratings. Only current USCF members with rating activity within the past year are listed.
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The 2024 Alabama State Championship

by Scott Varagona
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Alabama State 2024: Open

# Place [Name 1D Rating|Rd 1 Rd 2 Rd 3 Rd 4 Rd 5 Rd 6 Total |T-Med ([T-Solko{T-CumulT-Op. cy
1 1-2 Stuart Rachels 11478239 [2605 (W18 W11 W10 w17 L3 W4 5.0 17.5 20 19 83

2 Vishnusankar Jonnalagadda |16457328 2142 |L22 W23 W7 w18 W6 W3 5.0 17.5 19 15 71

3 Aaron Decord 15675377 (2134 (W28 W6 D4 W5 W1 L2 45 22 24 5 18 79.5
4 4-9 Michael William Porcelli 13314357 2018 (W21 W27 D3 D10 W11 L1 4.0 18.5 20.5 16.5 75.5
5 Zachary Isaac, li Snow 15336543 2127 (W19 D7 w12 L3 W17 D8 4.0 18 20.5 15 75
6 Joseph J Jurjevich 10767555 [2033 (W9 L3 W19 w22 L2 W14 4.0 18 20.5 14 71

7 Brent Inman 11337546 2028 W25 D5 L2 w13 D18 W15 4.0 17.5 185 13.5 61.5
8 Saharsh Santosh 17153914 (2065 [H—- W24 L17 w12 W10 D5 4.0 15.5 155 13 58

9 Alisher Ulugbekovich Khasar17028741 |1702 |L6 D13 D24 X7 W19 W11 4.0 15 15 95 51.5
10 |10 Thomas J Denton 10240352 (2061 (W14 W22 L1 D4 L8 W17 3.5 18 20.5 13.5 80.5
1 11-16 |[Anmay Kumar Chaudhury  |16936713 [2042 |W15 L1 W26 w14 L4 L9 3.0 13 19 13 68.5
12 Samuel G Baskarraj 16665811 [1877 [D17 W20 LS L8 D13 W18 30 12 185 10 65.5
13 Rhodes Peele 10206294 (1777 |L27 D9 W20 L7 D12 W23 3.0 11.5 17 85 51.5
14 Joshua Wakefield 12686709 |1776 |L10 X-— w27 L11 W24 L6 3.0 11.5 155 10 54
15 Shawn Choi 16907434 1731 LT L18 w23 w25 W22 L7 3.0 95 145 9 56
16 Kendall Logan Logan Franks (16390407 (1486 |W29 L17 L22 L20 W26 W25 3.0 85 12 9 37.5
17 |17-21 |Scott Varagona 12744446 (2265 D12 W16 w8 L1 L5 L10 25 17.5 22.5 12 79.5
18 Jeremiah F Donahue 10020671 (2000 (L1 W15 W21 L2 D7 L12 25 17 22 10 72.5
19 Cody Smith 17348382 [1782 (L5 W25 L6 w21 L9 D20 25 13 17 85 655.5
20 Siddharth Santosh 15912207 (1690 [H— L12 L13 W16 D23 D19 25 10 13 7 41.5
21 Valerie Hodgson 11441769 [1500 (L4 B-— L18 L19 D25 W26 25 7 11 6 43.5
22 |22.24 |Steve J Tyson 12045960 (1834 (W2 L10 W16 L6 L15 - 20 135 185 10 60.5
23 Douglas Strout 13592632 |1682 |H— L2 L15 B--- D20 L13 20 85 135 55 39.5
24 Sivaji Hariharan 14749712 1862 |H—- L8 D9 W26 L14 - 20 7 11 75 37
25 |25 Kristian Kade Jordan 15193161 [1581 |L7 L19 B--—- L15 D21 L16 1.5 10.5 145 4 46
26 |26-27 |Phillip O'Neal Taylor 12335320 (1536 |H—- H--- L11 L24 L16 L21 1.0 75 105 45 35.5
27 Xavier Bruni 15840554 (2068 (W13 L4 L14 F9 — - 1.0 55 9.5 6 35
28 |28-29 |Ralph L Brown 30504833 1787 |L3 U-— - - - - 0.0 0 4.5 0 18
29 Mark Anthony Taylor 30023213 |1198 |L16 U--- — -— — — 0.0 0 3 0 9
Alabama State 2024: Reserve - U1600

# Place [Name 1D Rating|Rd 1 Rd 2 Rd 3 Rd 4 Rd 5 Rd 6 Total [T-Med ([T-Solko{T-CumulT-Op. cy
1 1 Timothy Lee Taylor 130301669 (1589 |W28 W21 W5 D2 W3 W4 55 19.5 21.5 19.5 73
2 2-3 Kevin Garret, li Judice 130690809 (1510 W18 W10 W4 D1 W5 L3 4.5 21.5 24 18.5 84.5
3 Ghanishth Prabhakar Awasth[30945382 1563 |H—- W14 WE] w7 L1 W2 4.5 20.5 20.5 15.5 74
4 4-7 Jacob New 16991330 |[1563 (W16 W12 L2 IE] ls L1 4.0 20.5 23.5 16 84.5
5 Joseph L Brown 12548568 (1500 (W24 W11 L1 w1z L2 W13 4.0 19.5 21.5 15 78.5
6 Ojash Bhushan 17310694 (1446 (W23 L8 W17 w22 L4 W12 4.0 15 16.5 14 66
7 Luke Chatel 30186092 (1325 |W25 H-—- W15 L3 W13 D9 4.0 15 15 14.5 53
8 8-11 Thomas Pierce, Mr Moore (30212819 |1072 (W9 \WE L3 L13 W14 D15 3.5 18 21 13.5 72
9 Benjamin E Kennedy 14963224 (1423 L8 W23 W18 L4 W16 D7 35 17 19 11.5 66.5
10 /Arush Reddy Batchu 30499754 (1266 |W14 L2 L12 w21 D11 W24 35 16 18 11 63
11 Martin Miller Poynter 30685844 |1298 W22 L5 L13 W15 D10 W17 3.5 16 175 11 67.5
12 |12-16 (Scott Kassan 30632514 (1363 |W20 L4 W10 L5 W22 L6 3.0 14 195 12 70.5
13 Dorman David 16753230 (1429 |L17 W27 W11 wa L7 L5 3.0 13.5 175 12 54.5
14 Brian Johnson 131505976 |1464 |L10 L3 W16 w17 L8 W22 3.0 12.5 185 8 67.5
15 Srihaasa Karyampudi 15736241 (1450 (W27 D17 L7 L11 W19 D8 3.0 12 16 11 56
16 Shambeau Das 30441650 (1286 |L4 W20 L14 wa3 L9 W21 3.0 11 17 9 56
17  |17-20 (Surya Hari 31645562 (1081 |W13 D15 L6 L14 W18 L11 25 15 19 10.5 63.5
18 Patrick Pridgeon 31343188 1279 |L2 W25 L9 D19 L17 W23 25 11.5 16 75 56
19 Michael Kennedy 14063230 (1078 [L21 L26 W24 D18 L15 W27 25 9.5 13 6.5 37
20 Randall D Tew 12808659 (951 |L12 L16 W27 D24 L21 W25 25 8 1 6.5 37.5
21 |21-24  |Aritra Biswas 30663305 (1379 |W19 L1 L22 L10 W20 L16 2.0 13 185 8 60.5
22 Braden Malone McGraw 32002990 |unr L11 X—- W21 L6 L12 L14 20 115 155 8 53




23 John Dillon Fleming 15114381 [1238 L6 L9 W25 [L16 w27 |18 20 10 14 6 45
24 Shaun Riley Blevins 30798463 [1267 |L5 H— L19 D20 w25  |L10 20 95 135 |55 42
25 [25-26 [Shaun R McGrath 30018955 [800 |L7 L18 L23 W27 |20 L20 10 95 135 |3 41
26 Willie M, Jr Hosford 16422117 727 |U— w1g  |u— 1.0 0 25 5 6.5
27 [27-28 [Keith Francis Smith 12403855 [1256 |L15 L13 L20 L25 L23 L19 0.0 11 14 0 45
28 Daniel Christopher Padgett [30134932 |1292 L1 U— U— -— — - 0.0 0 5.5 0 19.5
Alabama State 2024: Amateur - U1200
# Place [Name 1D Rating|Rd 1 Rd 2 Rd 3 Rd 4 Rd & Rd 6 Total |T-Med ([T-Solko{T-Cumu|T-Op. cy
1 1-2 Fouad Hujier 30492908 |701 |W5 w13 |D6 w18 w2 D4 50 20 225 [185 [845
2 Mark Anthony Taylor 30023213 [1198 [B— w17 [we w3 L1 W5 50 195 [195 |18 715
3 |34 Abhinav Arun Parupalli 17203437 |960 |D7 w22  |wo L2 wig w12 |45 175 |19 15 76
4 Ethan Kimball 30620848 [1114 |17 w27 w11 w20 w8 D1 45 17 19 145 |69
5 [5-7 Benjamin Lindmark 30454047 (1044 |1 w16 w21 (w1 (w12 L2 40 18 205 |14 73.5
3 Brian Gordon Barfield 17091483 [1070 |W24  |D9 D1 L8 w20 (w14 |40 175 |19 135 [765
7 Aj Miguel, Jr Canegitta 31369341 [627 |[D3 Li2 w22 [D10 (w19 W9 40 17 185 (115 [695
8 [8-11  |Peter Joseph Wood 32007648 |unr. W14 W10 |L2 we L4 D13 35 195 [225 [145 [79
9 Tom Johnson 32004631 |unr. [W23  |D6 L3 W17 W13 L7 35 18 20 135 [685
10 Steven Oconnor 31218203 |807 |[W25 |8 L12 D7 w24  |wi1g |35 145 |16 105 [625
11 /Ananya Hariharan 30405421 [877 [H— Wis L4 L13 w25 W20 |35 145 [145 [105 [525
12 [12-16 |Aiden Ray 30247716 (1124 |21 W7 w10 (W14 L5 L3 30 145 [215 |12 70
13 Paul K Laymon 12610673 |959 |w28  [L1 D17 w11 |9 D8 30 13 205 [|115  [66.5
14 Ulugbek Khasanov 17028720 [917 |L8 w25 w24 [L12 w22 L6 30 95 15 1 595
15 Yohan Esakkimuthu 31624828 |675 [H— L11 D16 D23 D21 w22 |30 9 125 |8 40.5
16 Evan Stafford 31506240 [840 |L19 L5 D15  |wW26  [H— w23 |30 85 125 |65 415
17 |17-21  [Boyce Magli 15028995 740 |w4 L2 D13 L9 D23 D19 25 155 |20 95 75.5
18 Matt Stevanus 31963818 |unr W27 W21  |D20 L1 L3 L10 25 15 20 13 68
19 Willie Calvin, Jr Grace 32001339 |unr. [W16 |20 w23 [L5 L7 D17 25 14 18 105 |62
20 Arion Biswas 30663568 [794 W28 (W19 D18 L4 L6 L11 25 135 |18 13 63.5
21 Robert D Foil 16579882 (781 |W12  [L18 L5 L22 D15 w25 |25 15 [155 |8 60.5
22 [22-24 [Xavier McPhee 15419458 (425 [X29 L3 L7 w21 |L14 L15 20 125 |17 8 53.5
23 Garry Williams 12455356 [879 L9 W26 |19 D15 D17 L16 20 12 155 |75 495
24 Willie M, Jr Hosford 16422117 |727 |L6 B— L14 D25 L10 D26 20 9 13 6 42
25 [25-26 |(Gavin S Karpinsky 31772571 |unr. |10 L14 W26 |D24 L11 L21 15 15 |15 55 475
26 Grant H Karpinsky 31999467 |unr |20 123 L25 L16 B— D24 15 75 105 [15 38 5
27 |27 Ananth Shivaram Ravishekar|31384627 (860 |L18 L4 B-— -— -— - 1.0 25 7 3 27.5
28 (28-29 |Zackary Abraham Bruley 30695370 |626 |L13 — - -— - - 0.0 0 3 0 115
29 Bailey Hephzibah Rowland [31565015 950 [F22 0.0 0 0 0 0
PrIZES
OPEN IM Stuart Rachels, 5 pts : $775 & Open Plaque
Vishnusankar Jonnalagadda (GA), 5 pts : $775
Alisher U. Khasanov, 4 pts: $350 (U1900 prize)
RESERVETIimothy Taylor, 5.5 pts : $600 & Reserve Plaque
Ghanishth Prabhakar Awasthi & Kevin Judice I, 4.5 pts: $175 each (2nd place)
Luke Chatel, 4 pts: $250 (U1400 prize)
AMATEUR Fouad Hujier, 5 pts : $350 & Amateur Plaque
Mark Anthony Taylor, 5 pts : $350
Abhinav Arun Parupalli, 4.5 pts: $200 (U1000 prize)
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Alabama Chess Hall of Fame: Class of 2024

from the Alabama Chess Hall of Fame Committee: Scott Varagona, Bill Melvin, & Paul Nager

Tim BOND
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State Champions that Tim Bond has faced in rated classical tournament play

(those we can confirm he has defeated ardatd ):

Marty Appleberry Brad Gambrell Matthew Puckett Gerald Larson Will Stevenson
Milan Momic Stuart Rachels Charles Meidinger Scott Varagona Alex Weiner
Kyle Therrell Joseph Jurjevich Bill Melvin Joe Marcrum Stephen Adams
Steve Hudson Brent Inman Andy Reeder Ozgur Aktunc Emory Tate
Robert Jurjevich Tom Denton Rhodes Peele Bryan Tillis Tyler Freeman
Charles Cleveland Mark Walton Andrew Whatley Calvin Bomar Isaac Snow
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TomMm DENTON
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The Elephant in the Room

by Scott Varagona
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