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Two Alabama chess championsñand authorsñproudly stand with their award-winning 

books. Left: Stuart Rachels (The Best I Saw in Chess); right: Scott Varagona (Kings of My Home 

State). Photo taken by Caesar Lawrence; photo concept suggested by Gerald Squires. 
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 'ÖÞËàȮɯÍÖÓÒÚȭɯ3ÏÌɯƖƔƖƘɯ ÓÈÉÈÔÈɯ2ÛÈÛÌɯ"ÏÈÔ×ÐÖÕÚÏÐ×ɯÐÚɯÈÓÔÖÚÛɯÜ×ÖÕɯÜÚȮɯ

ÈÕËɯÛÏÐÚɯ2ÜÔÔÌÙɯ ÕÛÐÊÚɯÐÚɯÏÌÙÌɯÛÖɯÛÙÜÔ×ÌÛɯÐÛÚɯÈÙÙÐÝÈÓȭɯɯ3ÏÐÚɯàÌÈÙɀÚɯÌÝÌÕÛɭÈÛɯ2×ÙÐÕÎɯ

'ÐÓÓɯ"ÖÓÓÌÎÌɯÐÕɯ,ÖÉÐÓÌȮɯ ÜÎÜÚÛɯƗƔɯÛÖɯ2Ì×ÛÌÔÉÌÙɯƕɭÞÐÓÓɯÉÌɯÌßÛÙÈɯÔÌÈÕÐÕÎÍÜÓɯÍÙÖÔɯÈɯ

ÏÐÚÛÖÙÐÊÈÓɯ×ÖÐÕÛɯÖÍɯÝÐÌÞȮɯÚÐÕÊÌɯÐÛɯÔÈÙÒÚɯÛÏÌɯƘƔ-àÌÈÙɯÈÕÕÐÝÌÙÚÈÙàɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯƕƝƜƘɯÚÛÈÛÌɯ

ÊÏÈÔ×ÐÖÕÚÏÐ×ɯÈÛɯ2×ÙÐÕÎɯ'ÐÓÓɯ"ÖÓÓÌÎÌȭɯ!ÌÐÕÎɯ/ÈÜÓɯ,ÖÙ×ÏàɀÚɯÈÓÔÈɯÔÈÛÌÙȮɯÛÏÐÚɯÝÌÕÜÌɯ

ÐÚɯÚÜÙÌɯÛÖɯÐÕÚ×ÐÙÌɯÚÖÔÌɯÎÙÌÈÛɯÊÏÌÚÚȭɯȹ(ɯÞÖÕËÌÙɯÐÍɯ(ɀÓÓɯÉÌɯÈÉÓÌɯÛÖɯŗÕËɯ/ÈÜÓɯ,ÖÙ×ÏàɀÚɯÔÌÔÖÙÐÈÓɯ×ÓÈØÜÌɯ

ÖÕɯÊÈÔ×ÜÚȳȺɯ ÓÚÖȮɯ×ÓÌÈÚÌɯÙÌÔÌÔÉÌÙɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌɯ "%ɯ!ÜÚÐÕÌÚÚɯ,ÌÌÛÐÕÎɯÛÈÒÌÚɯ×ÓÈÊÌɯÉÌÛÞÌÌÕɯÙÖÜÕËÚɯ

ÖÕɯ2ÜÕËÈàȮɯ2Ì×ÛÌÔÉÌÙɯƕȭɯ3ÏÌÙÌȮɯ3ÐÔɯ!ÖÕËɯÈÕËɯ3ÖÔɯ#ÌÕÛÖÕɯÞÐÓÓɯÉÌɯÐÕËÜÊÛÌËɯÐÕÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ ÓÈÉÈÔÈɯ

"ÏÌÚÚɯ'ÈÓÓɯÖÍɯ%ÈÔÌȮɯÈÕËɯÖŚÊÌÙɯÌÓÌÊÛÐÖÕÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÈÓÚÖɯÛÈÒÌɯ×ÓÈÊÌȭɯ(ɯÏÖ×ÌɯÛÖɯÚÌÌɯàÖÜɯÐÕɯ,ÖÉÐÓÌȭ 

 

!ÜÛɯ(ɀÔɯÎÌŲÐÕÎɯÈÏÌÈËɯÖÍɯÔàÚÌÓÍȯɯŗÙÚÛȮɯÓÌÛɀÚɯÛÈÒÌɯÚÛÖÊÒɯÖÍɯÈÓÓɯÛÏÈÛɀÚɯÏÈ××ÌÕÌËɯÐÕɯÛÏÐÚɯÚÜÔÔÌÙɯ

ÊÏÌÚÚɯ ÚÌÈÚÖÕȭɯ 3ÏÐÚɯ ÐÚÚÜÌɯ ÖÍɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÕÛÐÊÚɯÐÕÊÓÜËÌÚɯ ÙÌ×ÖÙÛÚɯ ÖÕɯ ÛÏÌɯ 5ÜÓÊÈÕȮɯ ÛÏÌɯ "ÏÌÚÚɯ ƝƚƔɯ

"ÏÈÔ×ÐÖÕÚÏÐ×ȮɯÛÏÌɯ#ÜÈÓ-1ÈÛÌËɯ"ÏÈÔ×ÐÖÕÚÏÐ×ȮɯÈÕËɯÚÌÝÌÙÈÓɯÖÛÏÌÙɯÛÖÜÙÕÈÔÌÕÛÚȭɯ6ÌɯÏÈÝÌɯÊÖÕÛÌÕÛɯ

ÊÖÕÛÙÐÉÜÛÌËɯÉàɯ"ÈÌÚÈÙɯ+ÈÞÙÌÕÊÌȮɯ ÙÐÊÒɯ2ÏÈÕÒÓÌÚȮɯ3ÖÔɯ#ÌÕÛÖÕȮɯ#ÖÜÎɯ2ÛÙÖÜÛȮɯÈÕËɯÔÌȭɯ ÓÚÖȮɯ

/ÏÐÓÓÐ×ɯ.ɀ-ÌÈÓɯ3ÈàÓÖÙɯÊÖÕÛÙÐÉÜÛÌËɯÈɯÙÌÔÈÙÒÈÉÓÌɯÈÙÛÐÊÓÌɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÛÏÌɯÞÈàɯÏÐÚɯÞÏÖÓÌɯÊÏÌÚÚɯÌß×ÌÙÐÌÕÊÌɯ

ÏÈÚɯÞÌÈÝÌËɯÐÛÚɯÞÈàɯÛÏÙÖÜÎÏɯÏÐÚɯÓÐÍÌȭɯȹ/ÏÐÓÓÐ×ɯÐÚɯÈɯÍÖÜÕËÐÕÎɯÔÌÔÉÌÙɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ%ÈàÌŲÌɯ"ÏÌÚÚɯ"ÓÜÉɯÈÕËɯ

ÞÈÚɯ ÛÏÌɯ ƕƝƜƝɯ  ÓÈÉÈÔÈɯ 1ÌÚÌÙÝÌɯ "ÏÈÔ×ÐÖÕɭÈÕËȮɯ Éàɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÞÈàȮɯ ÛÏÌɯ &ÌÖÙÎÐÈɯ 2ÛÈÛÌɯ "ÏÌÚÚɯ

"ÏÈÔ×ÐÖÕÚÏÐ×ɯ ÕÖÞɯ ÉÌÈÙÚɯ ÏÐÚɯ ÕÈÔÌȵȺɯ (ɯ ÞÖÜÓËɯ ÉÌɯ ÏÈ××àɯ ÍÖÙɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÕÛÐÊÚɯÛÖɯ ÍÌÈÛÜÙÌɯ ÔÖÙÌɯ

ÈÜÛÖÉÐÖÎÙÈ×ÏÐÊÈÓɯÊÏÌÚÚɯÈÙÛÐÊÓÌÚɯÓÐÒÌɯÛÏÐÚɯÍÙÖÔɯÖÛÏÌÙɯ×ÓÈàÌÙÚɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÍÜÛÜÙÌȭ 

 

(ɯÚÏÖÜÓËɯÕÖÛÌɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÝÈÙÐÖÜÚɯÕÈÛÐÖÕÈÓɯÛÖÜÙÕÈÔÌÕÛÚɯÖÍɯÚÛÈÛÌɯÊÏÈÔ×ÐÖÕÚɯÛÖÖÒɯ×ÓÈÊÌɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯ

4ȭ2ȭɯ.×ÌÕɯÛÏÐÚɯÚÜÔÔÌÙȭɯ ÓÈÉÈÔÈɯÏÈËɯÈɯÙÌ×ÙÌÚÌÕÛÈÛÐÝÌɯÐÕɯÌÈÊÏɯÖÍɯÛÏÌÚÌɯÛÖÜÙÕÈÔÌÕÛÚȯɯ3ÖÔɯ#ÌÕÛÖÕɯ

ÈÛɯÛÏÌɯ(ÙÞÐÕȮɯ7ÈÝÐÌÙɯ!ÙÜÕÐɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯ#ÌÕÒÌÙȮɯ2ÈÐÒÈÙÜÕàÈɯ*ÌÚÐÙÌËËàɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯ!ÈÙÉÌÙȮɯ ÙÜÚÏɯ1ÌËËàɯ

!ÈÛÊÏÜɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯ1ÖÊÒÌÍÌÓÓÌÙȮɯÈÕËɯ2ÈÙÈÏɯ$ȭɯ/ÌÛÌÙɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯ1ÜÛÏɯ'ÈÙÐÕÎɯÛÖÜÙÕÈÔÌÕÛȭɯ7ÈÝÐÌÙɯ!ÙÜÕÐɯÏÈËɯ

ÛÏÌɯÉÌÚÛɯ×ÌÙÍÖÙÔÈÕÊÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÎÙÖÜ×ȮɯÞÐÛÏɯƗȭƙɤƚɯ

×ÖÐÕÛÚȮɯÍÖÓÓÖÞÌËɯÉàɯ3ÖÔɯ#ÌÕÛÖÕɯÈÕËɯ2ÈÙÈÏɯ

/ÌÛÌÙɯÞÐÛÏɯÈɯÝÌÙàɯÚÖÓÐËɯƗɤƚȭɯ2ÈÙÈÏɯÈÓÚÖɯÞÖÕɯ

ÛÏÌɯȜƕƔƔɯ)ÖÈÕÕÌɯ'ÈÚÒÌÓɯ,ÌÔÖÙÐÈÓɯ ÞÈÙËɯÍÖÙɯ

ÛÏÌɯ ÉÌÚÛɯ ×ÌÙÍÖÙÔÌÙɯ ÙÈÛÌËɯ ÜÕËÌÙɯ ƕƚƔƔȭɯ ȹ2ÌÌɯ

ÜÚÊÏÌÚÚȭÖÙÎȭȺɯ 3ÏÈÕÒÚɯ ÛÖɯ ÌÝÌÙàÉÖËàɯ ÍÖÙɯ

ÙÌ×ÙÌÚÌÕÛÐÕÎɯàÖÜÙɯÚÛÈÛÌɯÖÕɯÈɯÕÈÛÐÖÕÈÓɯÚÛÈÎÌȭ 

 

%ÐÕÈÓÓàȮɯÈÚɯÈÓÞÈàÚȮɯÚÜÉÔÐÛɯàÖÜÙɯÊÏÌÚÚɯ

ÊÖÕÛÌÕÛɯȹÎÈÔÌÚȮɯ×ÏÖÛÖÚȮɯÌÛÊȭȺɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ ÕÛÐÊÚɯÈÛɯ

 ÓÈÉÈÔÈȭ"ÏÌÚÚȭ$ËÐÛÖÙɑÎÔÈÐÓȭÊÖÔȭɯ 3ÏÌɯ

ËÌÈËÓÐÕÌɯ ÍÖÙɯ ÚÜÉÔÐÚÚÐÖÕÚɯ ÍÖÙɯ ÛÏÌɯ %ÈÓÓɯ ƖƔƖƘɯ

ÐÚÚÜÌɯÐÚɯ-ÖÝÌÔÉÌÙɯƙȭ 

 

-2ÊÖŲɯ5ÈÙÈÎÖÕÈ 

 ÜÎÜÚÛɯƜȮɯƖƔƖƘ 

DǊŜŜǝƴƎǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 9ŘƛǘƻǊ 

!/C aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ 
 

!ƴȅ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ Ƴŀȅ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ wŜƎǳƭŀǊ aŜƳōŜǊ 
ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ŘǳŜǎ ƻŦ ϷмрΦллΦ 
wŜƎǳƭŀǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ Ƴŀȅ ŜƴǘŜǊ !/C ǘƻǳǊƴŀƳŜƴǘǎ 
ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǝƻƴǎ ƻǊ ƴƻǝŎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ 
!/C ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƛǎǎǳŜŘΦ !ƴȅ ŎƘŜǎǎ Ŏƭǳō ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ 
ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀƴ !ŶƭƛŀǘŜ ƛǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŬƭŜ ǘƘŜ 
!ŶƭƛŀǘŜ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ CƻǊƳ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ !/C ŀƴŘ Ǉŀȅ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ŘǳŜǎ ƻŦ ϷорΦллΦ 
.ŜƴŜŬǘǎ ƻŦ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŀŶƭƛŀǘŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ 
ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ōƛŘ ǘƻ Ƙƻǎǘ !/C-ǎŀƴŎǝƻƴŜŘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣ 
ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ !ƭŀōŀƳŀ {ǘŀǘŜ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎƘƛǇΣ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŀŘǾŜǊǝǎƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ !/C ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ 
ǘƻǳǊƴŀƳŜƴǘǎΦ  

Disclaimer: comments by authors of individual articles in the Antics do not necessarily reflect the views of the ACF or its officers. 
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!ƭŀōŀƳŀ /ƘŜǎǎ [ŜŀŘŜǊōƻŀǊŘ 
¢ƻǇ рл wŜƎǳƭŀǊ wŀǝƴƎǎ όǊŜǘǊƛŜǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǳǎŎƘŜǎǎΦƻǊƎ ƻƴ уκнκнлнпύ 

Official published ratings. Only current USCF members with rating activity within the past year are listed. 

ƕ  , 33'$6ɯ/4"*$33 ƖƗƕƖ Ɩƚ  2 (* 14-8 ɯ*$2(1$##8 ƕƜƜƙ 

Ɩ  2".33ɯ5 1 &.-  ƖƖƚƙ Ɩƛ  5("3.1ɯ+4-#8 ƕƜƜƘ 

Ɨ  !(++ɯ,$+5(- ƖƖƔƔ ƖƜ  2 ,4$+ɯ&ɯ! 2* 11 ) ƕƜƛƛ 

Ƙ    1.-ɯ#$".1# ƖƕƗƘ ƖƝ  !(2'./ɯ)ɯ'$11(-&3.- ƕƜƙƜ 

ƙ  9 "' 18ɯ(2  "ɯ2-.6ɯ(( ƖƕƖƛ ƗƔ  )$%%1$8ɯ!81#ɯ)1ȭ ƕƜƙƖ 

ƚ  !1( -ɯ) ,$2ɯ+ -*$8 ƖƕƕƖ Ɨƕ  1 -#8ɯ6ɯ"./$ ƕƜƗƗ 

ƛ  "'(!49.ɯ"ɯ(+.-9$ ƖƕƕƔ ƗƖ  , 1*ɯ+ɯ+( 33( ƕƜƗƔ 

Ɯ  "'1(23( -ɯ%1($#, - ƖƔƝƔ ƗƗ  - 3' -($+ɯ!ɯ3(++, - ƕƜƖƛ 

Ɲ  ).2( 'ɯ'$1$%.1# ƖƔƛƘ ƗƘ  " $2 1ɯ6ɯ+ 61$-"$ ƕƜƔƜ 

ƕƔ  7 5($1ɯ!14-( ƖƔƚƜ Ɨƙ  ).'-ɯ# 4&'$138 ƕƜƔƔ 

ƕƕ  3'., 2ɯ)ɯ#$-3.- ƖƔƚƕ Ɨƚ  + 118ɯ2*(//$1 ƕƛƝƙ 

ƕƖ  ).- 3' -ɯ1 2!$118 ƖƔƙƜ Ɨƛ  8 2'.# ɯ2 1 3'"' -#1  ƕƛƝƘ 

ƕƗ  ).2$/'ɯ)ɯ)41)$5("' ƖƔƗƗ ƗƜ  2' 6-ɯ"'.( ƕƛƗƕ 

ƕƘ  % 14*ɯ$2 3ɯ$1&(- ƖƔƖƝ ƗƝ   + ##(-ɯ2ɯ+ 3$$% ƕƛƕƚ 

ƕƙ  !1$-3ɯ(-, - ƖƔƖƜ ƘƔ  *$--$3'ɯ6ɯ&..#, - ƕƛƔƗ 

ƕƚ  6(++( ,ɯ# -($+ɯ%.7 ƖƔƕƝ Ƙƕ   +(2'$1ɯ4ɯ*' 2 -.5 ƕƛƔƖ 

ƕƛ  ,("' $+ɯ6ɯ/.1"$++( ƖƔƕƜ ƘƖ  + 61$-"$ɯ#ɯ%(2* ƕƚƜƛ 

ƕƜ  2'$16..#ɯ#.-& ƖƔƔƚ ƘƗ  #.4&+ 2ɯ231.43 ƕƚƜƖ 

ƕƝ  )$1$,( 'ɯ%ɯ#.- '4$ ƖƔƔƔ ƘƘ  "'1(23./'$1ɯ)ɯ+ 2*8 ƕƚƜƕ 

ƖƔ  "' 1+$2ɯ+ɯ,$(#(-&$1 ƖƔƔƔ Ƙƙ  3., 29ɯ-($+2$- ƕƚƛƜ 

Ɩƕ  ).$+ɯ-("*ɯ%1($#, - ƕƝƛƔ Ƙƚ  ).8ɯ'./$ɯ2".33 ƕƚƚƜ 

ƖƖ   -#1$(ɯ!ɯ/ 5$+$2"4 ƕƝƘƙ Ƙƛ  3 8+.1ɯ +#$-ɯ*$-3 ƕƚƚƙ 

ƖƗ  1.-ɯ2$-8.1 ƕƝƕƜ ƘƜ  $3' -ɯ).2( 'ɯ2,(3' ƕƚƚƙ 

ƖƘ  )$%%ɯ3.!(- ƕƝƔƝ ƘƝ  6(++($ɯ)ɯ2 -#(%$1 ƕƚƙƔ 

Ɩƙ  ,("' $+ɯ!ɯ&43'1($ ƕƜƝƘ ƙƔ  6(++( ,ɯ1ɯ2 5.($ ƕƚƘƕ 
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 3ÏÌɯ 5ÜÓÊÈÕȮɯ ÞÏÐÊÏɯ ÐÚɯ

ÏÐÚÛÖÙÐÊÈÓÓàɯ!ÐÙÔÐÕÎÏÈÔɀÚɯÚÐÎÕÈÛÜÙÌɯ

ÈÕÕÜÈÓɯ ÛÖÜÙÕÈÔÌÕÛȮɯ ÛÖÖÒɯ ×ÓÈÊÌɯ ÖÕɯ

,Èàɯ Ɩƙɯ ÛÏÐÚɯ àÌÈÙɯ ÈÛɯ 'ÌÓÌÕÈɯ

,ÌÛÏÖËÐÚÛɯ "ÏÜÙÊÏȭɯ  ÊÙÖÚÚɯ ÛÏÙÌÌɯ

ÚÌÊÛÐÖÕÚɯ ȹ/ÙÌÔÐÌÙȮɯ 1ÌÚÌÙÝÌȮɯ ÈÕËɯ

 ÔÈÛÌÜÙȺȮɯ ÛÏÌÙÌɯ ÞÌÙÌɯ ƙƜɯ ÛÖÛÈÓɯ

×ÓÈàÌÙÚȭɯ"ÈÌÚÈÙɯ+ÈÞÙÌÕÊÌɯÚÌÙÝÌËɯÈÚɯ

ÛÏÌɯ3#ȭ 

 

 3ÏÌɯ /ÙÌÔÐÌÙɯ ÚÌÊÛÐÖÕɯ ÏÈËɯ ÈÕɯ

ÜÕÌß×ÌÊÛÌËɯ ÏÌÈÝàÞÌÐÎÏÛɯ ÖÕɯ ÛÏÌɯ

×ÙÌÙÌÎÐÚÛÙÈÛÐÖÕɯ ÓÐÚÛȯɯ&,ɯ  ÓÌßɯ

%ÐÚÏÉÌÐÕɯÖÍɯ3ÌÕÕÌÚÚÌÌȭɯ3ÏÌɯÓÈÚÛɯÛÐÔÌɯ

(ɯ ÙÌÔÌÔÉÌÙɯ ÏÐÔɯ ×ÓÈàÐÕÎɯ ÐÕɯ ÈÕɯ

 ÓÈÉÈÔÈɯ ÛÖÜÙÕÈÔÌÕÛɯ ÞÈÚɯ ÈÛɯ ÛÏÌɯ

ƖƔƖƕɯ!ÐÙÔÐÕÎÏÈÔɯ"ÓÈÚÚÐÊȮɯÞÏÌÙÌɯÏÌɯ

ÚÜřÌÙÌËɯ Èɯ ËÙÈÔÈÛÐÊɯ Ü×ÚÌÛɯ ÈÛɯ ÛÏÌɯ

ÏÈÕËÚɯ ÖÍɯ  ÓÈÉÈÔÈɀÚɯ ÖÞÕɯ  ÈÙÖÕɯ

#Ì"ÖÙËɯȹÚÌÌɯ2ÜÔÔÌÙɯƖƔƖƕɯ ÕÛÐÊÚȺȭɯ

3ÏÐÚɯÛÐÔÌȮɯÈÓÛÏÖÜÎÏɯ%ÐÚÏÉÌÐÕɯÍÈÊÌËɯÈɯ

ËÐŚÊÜÓÛɯ ×ÖÚÐÛÐÖÕɯ ÈÎÈÐÕÚÛɯ ÔÌɯ ÐÕɯ

1ÖÜÕËɯƗɯÈÕËɯÏÌɯÞÈÚɯÌÝÌÕɯËÖÞÕɯÉàɯ

ÈÕɯ $ßÊÏÈÕÎÌɯ ÓÈÛÌɯ ÐÕɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÎÈÔÌȮɯ ÏÌɯ

ÏÌÓËɯÚÛÌÈËàȮɯÞÏÌÙÌÈÚɯ(ɯÓÖÚÛɯÔàɯÞÈàɯ

ÐÕɯÛÖÖɯÔÈÕàɯ*ÐÕÎɀÚɯ(ÕËÐÈÕɯ#ÌÍÌÕÚÌɯ

ÊÖÔ×ÓÐÊÈÛÐÖÕÚȭɯ ȹ#ÈÙÕȭɯ ,ÈàÉÌɯ (ɀÓÓɯ

ËÌÍÌÈÛɯ Èɯ &,ɯÚÖÔÌËÈàȭȭȭȺɯ 3ÏÌÕȮɯ ÐÕɯ

1ÖÜÕËɯƘȮɯÛÏÌɯÌÓËÌÙɯ%ÐÚÏÉÌÐÕɯÛÖÖÒɯÈɯ

ØÜÐÊÒɯ ËÙÈÞɯ Éàɯ ÙÌ×ÌÛÐÛÐÖÕɯ ÐÕɯ ÛÏÌɯ

Ö×ÌÕÐÕÎɯÈÎÈÐÕÚÛɯÏÐÚɯÚÖÕȮɯ-,ɯ,ÐÛÊÏɯ

%ÐÚÏÉÌÐÕȮɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÎÈÝÌɯÛÏÌɯÍÈÛÏÌÙɯȫɯ

ÚÖÕɯËÜÖɯÈɯÛÐÌɯÍÖÙɯŗÙÚÛɯÞÐÛÏɯƗȭƙɤƘȭ 

 

 3ÏÌɯ1ÌÚÌÙÝÌɯÚÌÊÛÐÖÕɯÈÓÚÖɯÏÈËɯÈɯ

×ÈÐÙɯÖÍɯÊÖ-ÞÐÕÕÌÙÚȯɯ3ÐÔÖÛÏàɯ3ÈàÓÖÙɯ

The Vulcan 
by Scott Varagona, with crosstables from Caesar Lawrence & game score from Arick Shankles 

Scenes from the 2024 Vulcan. The final round game between the Fishbeins is visible in the foreground of 

the leftmost photo. (Photos by TD Caesar Lawrence.) 
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ÈÕËɯ(ÈÕɯ+ÖÞÛÏÌÙȮɯÈÛɯƗȭƙɤƘȭɯ(ɀÔɯÝÌÙàɯ

×ÙÖÜËɯ ÖÍɯ ,Ùȭɯ 3ÈàÓÖÙȮɯ ÞÏÖɯ ÐÚɯ Èɯ

ÙÌÎÜÓÈÙɯ ÈÛɯ ÛÏÌɯ "ÏÌÚÚɯ "ÓÜÉɯ ÖÍɯ

,ÖÕÛÌÝÈÓÓÖȰɯÏÌɯÏÈÚɯÉÌÌÕɯËÖÐÕÎɯÞÌÓÓɯ

ÐÕɯ ÝÈÙÐÖÜÚɯ  ÔÈÛÌÜÙɯ ÈÕËɯ ÕÖÞɯ

1ÌÚÌÙÝÌɯ ÚÌÊÛÐÖÕÚɯ ÖÍɯ  ÓÈÉÈÔÈɯ

ÛÖÜÙÕÈÔÌÕÛÚɯÓÈÛÌÓàȭ 

 

 3ÏÌɯ  ÔÈÛÌÜÙɯ ÚÌÊÛÐÖÕɯ ÖÍɯ ÛÏÌɯ

ƖƔƖƘɯ 5ÜÓÊÈÕɯ ÞÈÚɯ ÞÖÕɯ Éàɯ ÙÐÊÒɯ

2ÏÈÕÒÓÌÚɯÞÐÛÏɯÈɯ×ÌÙÍÌÊÛɯƘɤƘɯÚÊÖÙÌȭɯ

3ÏÐÚɯÞÈÚɯ ÙÐÊÒɀÚɯÚÌÊÖÕËɯÛÖÜÙÕÈÔÌÕÛɯ

ÌÝÌÙȮɯ ÈÕËɯ ÏÐÚɯ ÚÛÙÖÕÎɯ ×ÌÙÍÖÙÔÈÕÊÌɯ

ÓÐÍÛÌËɯ ÏÐÚɯ ×ÙÖÝÐÚÐÖÕÈÓɯ ÙÈÛÐÕÎɯ ÈÉÖÝÌɯ

ƕƔƔƔȭɯ 'ÌÙÌɯ ÐÚɯ Èɯ ÎÈÔÌɯ ÏÌɯ ɯ ÒÐÕËÓàɯ

ÚÜÉÔÐŲÌËɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ ÕÛÐÊÚȭ 

 

2ÈÔÔÐɯ ÓÚÈÓÌÏɯ-ɯ ÙÐÊÒɯ2ÏÈÕÒÓÌÚ 

5ÜÓÊÈÕɯƖƔƖƘɯȹ1ÖÜÕËɯƘȺ 

'ÌÓÌÕÈȮɯ +Ȱɯƙ-Ɩƙ-ƖƔƖƘ 

 

ƕȭËƘɯËƙɯƖȭ-ÍƗɯ-ÍƚɯƗȭÊƘɯÌƚɯƘȭÈƗɯ!Ìƛɯ

ƙȭ-ÊƗɯÊƚɯƚȭ!ÍƘɯ!Ëƚɯƛȭ-Ìƙɯ0ÊƛɯƜȭ1Êƕɯ

-ÉËƛɯ ƝȭÊßËƙɯ ÌßËƙɯ ƕƔȭ-Éƙɯ 0ÈƙǶɯ

ƕƕȭ-ÊƗɯ-ÌƘɯƕƖȭÌƗɯ-ßÌƙɯƕƗȭËßÌƙɯ!Êƛɯ

ƕƘȭ!ÌƖɯƔɬƔɯƕƙȭƔɬƔɯ-ßÊƗɯƕƚȭ1ßÊƗɯ1ÌƜɯ

ƕƛȭÉƘɯ0ÉƚɯƕƜȭÉƙɯ!ßÌƙɯƕƝȭ!ßÌƙɯ1ßÌƙɯ

ƖƔȭÈƘɯ!ËƛɯƖƕȭ0Èƕɯ1ÌÌƜɯƖƖȭ1Éƕɯ!Íƙɯ

ƖƗȭ1ÉƖɯ 0Êƛɯ ƖƘȭÉßÊƚɯ ÉßÊƚɯ Ɩƙȭ!ÍƗɯ

1ÈËƜɯƖƚȭ0Êƕɯ1ÌƚɯƖƛȭ!Ëƕɯ1ÏƚɯƖƜȭÎƗɯ

1ÏËƚɯ ƖƝȭ!ÍƗɯ !ÌƘɯ ƗƔȭ!ßÌƘɯ ËßÌƘɯ

Ɨƕȭ1ÊÉƗɯ 1ËƕǶɯ ƗƖȭ0ßËƕɯ 1ßËƕǶɯ

ƗƗȭ*ÎƖɯ1ËƜɯƗƘȭ1Éƛɯ0ËƚɯƗƙȭ1ßÈƛɯÏƚɯ

Ɨƚȭ1ÉÉƛɯ 1ÍƜɯ ƗƛȭÈƙɯ Êƙɯ ƗƜȭ1Ëƛɯ 0Íƚɯ

ƗƝȭÈƚɯ ÊƘɯ ƘƔȭ1ËƘɯ ÊƗɯ Ƙƕȭ1Êƛɯ 0ßÈƚɯ

ƘƖȭ1ßÊƗɯ0ÌƚɯƘƗȭ1ÊÊƘɯÍƙɯƘƘȭ1Êƛɯ*ÏƜɯ

Ƙƙȭ1ËËƛɯ1ÎƜɯƘƚȭ1Íƛɯ0ÎƚɯƘƛȭ1ÊÌƛɯÏƙɯ

ƘƜȭÏƘɯ0ÎƘɯƘƝȭ1Éƛɯ1ËƜɯƙƔȭ1Éƙɯ0ÍƗǶɯ

ƙƕȭ*ÏƖɯ1ËƕɯƔ-ƕ 

 

 3#ɯ"ÈÌÚÈÙɯ+ÈÞÙÌÕÊÌɀÚɯ5ÜÓÊÈÕɯ

ƖƔƖƘɯÊÙÖÚÚÛÈÉÓÌÚɯÔÈàɯÉÌɯÍÖÜÕËɯÖÕɯ

ÛÏÌɯÍÖÓÓÖÞÐÕÎɯ×ÈÎÌȰɯÕÖÛÌɯÛÏÈÛɯÙÈÛÐÕÎɯ

ÐÕÍÖÙÔÈÛÐÖÕɯ ÐÕɯ ÛÏÌÚÌɯ ÛÈÉÓÌÚɯ ÐÚɯ ÕÖÛɯ

ÖŚÊÐÈÓȭɯ2ÌÌɯÜÚÊÏÌÚÚȭÖÙÎɯÍÖÙɯŗÕÈÓÐáÌËɯ

ÙÈÛÐÕÎɯÐÕÍÖÙÔÈÛÐÖÕȭ 

Left: Reserve trophy winner Timothy Taylor. 

Right: Amateur winner Arick Shankles. 

Photos by TD Caesar Lawrence. 

https://www.uschess.org/msa/XtblMain.php?202405256202.0


Â 
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 3ÏÌɯ"ÏÌÚÚɯƝƚƔɯ"ÏÈÔ×ÐÖÕÚÏÐ×ɯ

ÞÈÚɯ ÏÌÓËɯ ÐÕɯ ,ÖÉÐÓÌȮɯ  ÓÈÉÈÔÈɯ ÖÕɯ

)ÜÓàɯƕƗȮɯƖƔƖƘȭɯ3ÞÌÕÛà-ÚÌÝÌÕɯ×ÓÈàÌÙÚɯ

ÊÖÔ×ÌÛÌËɯ ÐÕɯ ÛÏÐÚɯ ÚÜ×ÌÙɯ ÍÜÕɯ ÊÏÌÚÚɯ

ÝÈÙÐÈÕÛȭɯ(ÔÈÎÐÕÌɯ×ÓÈàÐÕÎɯÐÕɯÈÕɯÌÝÌÕÛɯ

ÞÏÌÙÌɯ ÛÏÌÙÌɯ ÐÚɯ ÕÖɯ Ö×ÌÕÐÕÎɯ

×ÙÌ×ÈÙÈÛÐÖÕɯ ÈÕËɯ ÕÖɯ ×ÙÌÚÚÜÙÌɯ ÛÖɯ

ÐÔ×ÙÖÝÌɯ ÖÙɯ ÔÈÐÕÛÈÐÕɯ àÖÜÙɯ ÙÈÛÐÕÎȵɯ

$ÈÊÏɯ ÙÖÜÕËɯ ÚÛÈÙÛÚɯ ÞÐÛÏɯ ÈÕɯ ÐÕÐÛÐÈÓɯ

×ÖÚÐÛÐÖÕɯ ÙÌÝÌÈÓɯ ÈÕËɯ Èɯ ÙÌÔÐÕËÌÙɯ ÖÍɯ

ÏÖÞɯ ÛÖɯ ÊÈÚÛÓÌɯ ÒÐÕÎÚÐËÌɯ ÈÕËɯ

ØÜÌÌÕÚÐËÌȭɯ3ÏÌÕɯÈɯÍÌÞɯÔÐÕÜÛÌÚɯÈÙÌɯ

ÎÐÝÌÕɯ ÍÖÙɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÊÖÔ×ÌÛÐÛÖÙÚɯ ÛÖɯ ×ÓÈÕɯ

ÏÖÞɯÛÖɯ×ÓÈàɯÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÌɯÕÌÞɯÚÛÈÙÛÐÕÎɯ

×ÖÚÐÛÐÖÕȭ 

 2ÛÜÈÙÛɯ1ÈÊÏÌÓÚɯÊÈÔÌɯÛÖɯ×ÓÈàɯ

ÈÎÈÐÕɯ ÛÏÐÚɯ àÌÈÙɯ ÈÕËɯ ÏÈËɯ Èɯ ×ÌÙÍÌÊÛɯ

ÙÌÚÜÓÛɯ ÈÎÈÐÕɯ ÈÕËɯ ÉÌÊÈÔÌɯ ÛÏÌɯ

ÐÕÈÜÎÜÙÈÓɯÞÐÕÕÌÙɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ"ÏÌÚÚɯƝƚƔɯ

2ÛÈÛÌɯ "ÏÈÔ×ÐÖÕÚÏÐ×ȭɯ 'Ìɯ ÏÈËɯ ÛÖɯ

ÞÖÙÒɯÝÌÙàɯÏÈÙËɯÛÖɯÈÊÏÐÌÝÌɯÛÏÐÚȮɯÉÜÛɯ

ÐÕɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÌÕËȮɯ ÏÐÚɯ ÛÈÓÌÕÛɯ ÞÈÚɯ ÛÏÌɯ

ËÐřÌÙÌÕÊÌȭ 

 2ÌÊÖÕËɯ×ÓÈÊÌɯÞÈÚɯÚ×ÓÐÛɯÈÔÖÕÎɯ

ÚÌÝÌÕɯ×ÓÈàÌÙÚɯÈÓÓɯÞÐÛÏɯƗɯÖÍɯƘɯɬɯ3ÖÔɯ

#ÌÕÛÖÕȮɯ )ÖÌɯ )ÜÙÑÌÝÐÊÏȮɯ &ÌÙÈÓËɯ

2ØÜÐÙÌÚȮɯ )Ìřɯ 3ÖÉÐÕȮɯ ,ÐÓÌÚɯ &ÐÉÚÖÕȮɯ

1ÈÓ×Ïɯ!ÙÖÞÕȮɯÈÕËɯ/ÌÛÌÙɯ1Ü××ÙÌÊÏÛȭ 

 3Ö×ɯÜÕËÌÙɯƕƙƔƔɯÞÈÚɯÞÖÕɯÉàɯ

 ÙÐÛÙÈɯ!ÐÚÞÈÚɯÞÐÛÏɯƖȭƙɯÖÍɯƘȭɯ'ÌɯÏÈËɯ

ÈÕɯ ÐÔ×ÙÌÚÚÐÝÌɯ ËÙÈÞɯ ÈÎÈÐÕÚÛɯ !ÙÌÕÛɯ

(ÕÔÈÕȭɯ 'Ìɯ ÐÚɯ Èɯ ËÌËÐÊÈÛÌËɯ àÖÜÕÎɯ

ÚÛÜËÌÕÛɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÎÈÔÌɯÈÕËɯËÌÚÛÐÕÌËɯÛÖɯ

ÙÐÚÌɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÙÈÛÐÕÎɯÊÏÈÙÛÚȭ 

 3Ö×ɯÜÕËÌÙɯƕƔƔƔɯÞÈÚɯÞÖÕɯÉàɯ

6ÐÓÓÐÌɯ 'ÖÚÍÖÙËȮɯ ÖÕÌɯ ÖÍɯ ÛÏÌɯ

ÖÙÎÈÕÐáÌÙÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÌÝÌÕÛȭɯ6ÐÓÓÐÌɯÏÈËɯÈɯ

ÕÐÊÌɯËÙÈÞɯÞÐÛÏɯ)ÈÔÌÚɯ2×ÌÈÙÚȮɯÞÏÖɯ

ÖÜÛÙÈÕÒÌËɯÏÐÔɯÉàɯƖƛƘɯ×ÖÐÕÛÚȵ 

 2ÐÎÕÐŗÊÈÕÛɯÜ×ÚÌÛÚɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÌÝÌÕÛɯ

ÐÕÊÓÜËÌËɯ 1ÈÓ×Ïɯ !ÙÖÞÕɯ ÖÝÌÙɯ 3ÖÔɯ

#ÌÕÛÖÕɯ ÈÕËɯ !ÙÌÕÛɯ (ÕÔÈÕȭɯ  ÓÚÖȮɯ

One of the random starting positions. (Photo 

from Mobile Chess Club Facebook page.) 

2024 Alabama Chess 960 Championship 
by Tom Denton 
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3ÏÖÔÈÚɯ,ÖÖÙÌɯ×ÜÓÓÌËɯÖřɯÈÕɯÜ×ÚÌÛɯ

ÖÍɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÝÌÙàɯ ÛÈÓÌÕÛÌËɯ 2ÏÈÞÕɯ "ÏÖÐȭɯ

!ÖÛÏɯ1ÈÓ×ÏɯÈÕËɯ3ÏÖÔÈÚɯ,ÖÖÙÌɯÞÖÕɯ

Ü×ÚÌÛɯ×ÙÐáÌÚȭ 

 /ÓÌÈÚÌɯ ÚÌÌɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÞÈÓÓÊÏÈÙÛɯ ÍÖÙɯ

ÔÖÙÌɯ ËÌÛÈÐÓÚɯ ÈÕËɯ ÊÖÕÚÐËÌÙɯ ×ÓÈàÐÕÎɯ

ÕÌßÛɯàÌÈÙɯÐÕɯÛÏÐÚɯÝÌÙàɯÌÕÛÌÙÛÈÐÕÐÕÎɯ

ÌÝÌÕÛȵ 

Games underway in Round 3 of the Alabama Chess 960 Championship. (Photos from Mobile Chess Club Facebook page.) 

 

Editorõs note: I will identify whatever players I can. 

Top right photo: in the background, Joe Jurjevich (left) faces Jeff Tobin. In the foreground, Ralph Brown has Black versus Brent Inman. 

Middle left photo: Gerald Squires has White against the eventual winner, IM Stuart Rachels. 

Middle right photo: Miles Gibson (left) vs. Martin Poynter. In the background (in red shirt) is the Alabama Senior Champion, Tom Denton. 

Bottom left photo: Kevin Judice (left) is deep in thought. 
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Photos from Mobile Chess Club Facebook page.  Â 
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ƖƔƖƘɯ ҨҝҞҝҩҝɯ0ұҥҟҧɯ"Ҥҡүүɯ"ҤҝҩҬҥҫҪүҤҥҬ 

)ÜÕÌɯƕȮɯƖƔƖƘɯɬɯ,ÖÕÛÎÖÔÌÙàȮɯ + 

$ÝÈÕÎÌÓɯ"ÏÌÚÚɯ"ÓÜÉɯɬɯ3#ɯ#ÖÜÎɯ2ÛÙÖÜÛ 

.×ÌÕɯ6ÐÕÕÌÙÚȯɯ&,ɯ ÓÌßɯ%ÐÚÏÉÌÐÕɯȹ3-ȺȮɯ,ÐÛÊÏɯ

%ÐÚÏÉÌÐÕɯȹ3-ȺȮɯ6ÐÓÓÐÈÔɯ6Üɯȹ%+ȺȮɯƗȭƙɤƘ 

 ÓÈÉÈÔÈɯ0ÜÐÊÒɯ"Ö-"ÏÈÔ×ÐÖÕÚȯɯ ÈÙÖÕɯ#Ì"ÖÙËȮɯ

(ÚÈÈÊɯ2ÕÖÞȮɯ!ÙÐÈÕɯ+ÈÕÒÌàȮɯƗɤƙȭɯȹ ÈÙÖÕɯÞÖÕɯÛÏÌɯ

ÛÙÖ×ÏàɯÖÕɯÛÐÌÉÙÌÈÒÚȭȺ 

4ƕƚƔƔɯ2ÌÊÛÐÖÕɯÞÐÕÕÌÙÚȯɯ6ÐÕÚÛÖÕɯ6Üɯȹ%+ȺɯÈÕËɯ

 ÙÜÚÏɯ1ÌËËàɯ!ÈÛÊÏÜȮɯƘɤƙȭ 

 

ƖƔƖƘɯ ҨҝҞҝҩҝɯ!ҨҥҰҶɯ"Ҥҡүүɯ"ҤҝҩҬҥҫҪүҤҥҬ 

)ÜÕÌɯƕȮɯƖƔƖƘɯɬɯ,ÖÕÛÎÖÔÌÙàȮɯ + 

$ÝÈÕÎÌÓɯ"ÏÌÚÚɯ"ÓÜÉɯɬɯ3#ɯ#ÖÜÎɯ2ÛÙÖÜÛ 

6ÐÕÕÌÙȯɯ&,ɯ ÓÌßɯ%ÐÚÏÉÌÐÕɯȹ3-ȺȮɯƙȭƙɤƚ 

ƖÕËɯ/ÓÈÊÌȯɯ6ÐÓÓÐÈÔɯ6Üɯȹ%+ȺȮɯƙɤƚ 

 ÓÈÉÈÔÈɯ!ÓÐųɯ"Ö-"ÏÈÔ×ÐÖÕÚȯɯ)ÖÕÈÛÏÈÕɯ

1ÈÚÉÌÙÙàȮɯ ÈÙÖÕɯ#Ì"ÖÙËȮɯ(ÚÈÈÊɯ2ÕÖÞȮɯ,ÐÊÏÈÌÓɯ

3ÖÙÔÌàɯ2ÙȭȮɯƘɤƙȭɯȹ)ÖÕÈÛÏÈÕɯÞÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÛÙÖ×ÏàɯÖÕɯ

ÛÐÌÉÙÌÈÒÚȭȺ 

 

ƖƔƖƘɯ'ұҪҰүҲҥҨҨҡɯ"Ҩҝүүҥҟ 

)ÜÕÌɯƕƙȮɯƖƔƖƘɯɬɯ'ÜÕÛÚÝÐÓÓÌȮɯ + 

"ÈÌÚÈÙɯ"ÏÌÚÚɯɬɯ3#ɯ"ÈÌÚÈÙɯ+ÈÞÙÌÕÊÌ 

/ÙÌÔÐÌÙɯ6ÐÕÕÌÙȯɯ"ÏÐÉÜáÖɯ(ÓÖÕáÌȮɯƗȭƙɤƘ 

1ÌÚÌÙÝÌɯ6ÐÕÕÌÙȯɯ ÕËÙÌÞɯ8ÈÕÎȮɯƘɤƘ 

 ÔÈÛÌÜÙɯ6ÐÕÕÌÙÚȯɯ ÓÌßÈÕËÌÙɯ6ÈÓÙÖËɯȫɯ*àÓÌɯ

5ÐÝÐÈÕȮɯƗȭƙɤƘȭ 

 

ƖƔƖƘɯ"ҨҝҮҡҪҟҡɯ*ҝҨҡҪҥҝҪɯ"Ҩҝүүҥҟ 

)ÜÕÌɯƖƝȮɯƖƔƖƘɯɬɯ#ÖÛÏÈÕȮɯ + 

"ÈÌÚÈÙɯ"ÏÌÚÚɯɬɯ3#ɯ"ÈÌÚÈÙɯ+ÈÞÙÌÕÊÌ 

.×ÌÕɯ"Ö-ÞÐÕÕÌÙÚȯɯ6ÐÕÚÛÖÕɯ6ÜȮɯ)ÖÏÕɯ*ÐÙÒɯ

+ÈÕÐÕÎȮɯ!ÙÐÈÕɯ)ÖÏÕÚÖÕȮɯƗɤƘ 

1ÌÚÌÙÝÌɯ6ÐÕÕÌÙȯɯ/ÙÌÚÛÖÕɯ'ÌÓÔÚȮɯƘɤƘȭ 

 

ƖƔƖƘɯ!ҥҮҩҥҪңҤҝҩɯ"Ҩҝүүҥҟ 
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Summertime in Alabama: Photos & Results 
from uschess.org and various contributors 

Top: L to R, Quick Co-Champions Isaac Snow, 

Aaron DeCord, Brian Lankey. 
Middle: L to R, Blitz Co-Champions Jonathan Rasberry, Isaac Snow, 

Aaron Decord. 

Bottom: Blitz Co-Champion Michael Tormey strikes a pose. 

(Photos from Evangel Chess Club Facebook page.) 
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Above, left: Huntsville Classic Reserve winner Andrew Yang.  Above, middle: the Huntsville Classic Amateur Winners. Above, right: Winston Wu 

proudly holds the Clarence Kalenian Classic trophy. (Careful, Winston: your shoelace is untied!) Photos by Caesar Lawrence. 

Above, left: Birmingham Classic Reserve winner Timothy Taylor.  Above, middle: the Huntsville Classic AND Birmingham Classic Premier section 

winner, Chibuzo Ilonze. Above, right: although it was not a rated event, we note that Caesar Lawrence ran the chess competition at the 2024 

Alabama State Games. Jeffrey Byrd (on left) won the adult section gold medal with 4 points. Photos by Caesar Lawrence. 

Above, left: the scene before Round 1 of the Birmingham Classic at the Church at Brook Hills in Birmingham. Above, right: a chess-themed 

groomõs cake at Stephen Gravelingõs wedding reception. (The bow tie on the king and the veil on the queen were a nice touch!) Heartfelt 

congratulations to the bride and groom. Photos by Scott Varagona. Â 


