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The participants of Alabamaõs first All Girls State Chess 

Championship on April 28, 2018 in Madison,  Alabama. 

 

(Photo by Scott Wilhelm; 

submitted by Ranae Bartlett.) 
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 Alabama chess is booming these 
days, and so, this edition of the Antics is 
literally overflowing with content! 
 First and foremost, we have reports 
on the prestigious State Scholastic 
Championship tournaments, as well as the 
1st Alabama All Girls Championship,  by 
Jonathan Rasberry. Jonathan graciously 
gave the Antics permission to use some of the 
content from his reports on his excellent new 
webs i te ,  www. rasbe r rychess .com.  
Congratulations to Alabamaõs new Barber 
representative, Om Badhe, and National 

Girls Invitational representative, Sarvagna 
Velidandla! (The 2018 Alabama Denker 
representative is still to be determined.) 

 Long-time Antics contributor (and 
eight-time state champion) LM  Bill Melvin  
discusses his recent struggle against GM 
Alonso Zapata. What happens when two 
tactical monsters like these guys do battle? 
Read the article to find outé 
 Caesar Lawrence and Matthew 
Puckett provide content from this yearõs 
Queen of Hearts, including an unbelievable 
(and almost unsolvable) puzzle. 
 Not to be outdone by all these 
annotators rated 2000+ who keep hogging 
space in the Antics (just kidding), Doug 
Strout looks over a recent win at a Chess 
Club and Scholastic Center of Atlanta 
tournament. 
 Finally, I annotate a game of my own 
that Iõve been meaning to show for a whileñ
my last big win over my big rival from 
Dothan, LM (formerly NM) Bryan Tillis. 
 Thank you, one and all, for taking the 
time to write for the Antics. 
 
The Antics Preservation Project: Update 

 
 I was happy to see the great response 

to my call for old copies of the Antics in the 
last issue. Various ACF members have 
stepped forward to help, most notably, 
Charles Anthony, Ken Goodman, and 
Caesar Lawrence. This summer I will begin 
the process of digitizing the old magazines 
that still need to be preserved; most of the 
1980s is covered, but there still may be a few 
gaps there, as well as a number of gaps in the 
1970s and 1990s. This brings us to another 
question: does anyone know for sure when 
the Antics first started?... With your help, 
together we can preserve Alabama chess 
history for future generations to explore. 
 
 Looking ahead: the deadline for 
submissions for the next Antics is August 15, 
2018. Please send pictures, articles, or games 
(preferably in pgn format) with or without 
annotations to: 

Alabama.Chess.Editor@gmail.com 
Our contributors have worked hard 

to make this Antics possible; I hope you 
enjoy it.    

 
 -Scott Varagona 

DǊŜŜǝƴƎǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 9ŘƛǘƻǊ 
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http://www.alabamachess.com/cmsms/index.php?page=join
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1  FM BRADLEY J DENTON 2335 26  JEFFREY BYRD JR 1900 

2  SCOTT VARAGONA 2275 27  MOHAK AGARWALLA 1891 

3  MATTHEW PUCKETT 2241 28  JOSHUA N WAKEFIELD 1869 

4  BILL MELVIN  2200 29  MICHAEL B GUTHRIE 1829 

5  STEPHEN ADAMS 2198 30  TIM BOND  1815 

6  ARDEN Q MARKIN 2163 31  CHARLES H ANTHONY 1813 

7  STEPHEN GRAVELING 2126 32  RHODES PEELE 1812 

8  JOSHUA T MCCLELLAN 2085 33  THOMAS H LAWRY 1812 

9  TEJAS V THORAT 2077 34  FARUK E ERGIN 1810 

10  JOSEPH JURJEVICH 2069 35  RAY DOWNS 1802 

11  JONATHAN RASBERRY 2046 36  ZACHARY SNOW II 1797 

12  GEORGE RUSYNIAK 2031 37  JEFF STORY 1780 

13  MILES MELVIN 2017 38  LUIS J MORENILLA 1756 

14  CHARLES L MEIDINGER 2010 39  VIKHRAM BALAGEE 1747 

15  JEREMIAH F DONAHUE 2000 40  DAVID HAYES 1744 

16  JEFF TOBIN 1992 41  CAMPBELL A DOBBS 1711 

17  AARON DECORD 1975 42  PATRICK T DOWD 1703 

18  OM BADHE 1961 43  KENNETH SLOAN 1700 

19  CHRISTOPHER J TREES 1949 44  HARRY DUNCAN 1700 

20  ROBERT LUBIN 1938 45  ANTHONY C METCALFE 1692 

21  WILLIAM D FOX  1922 46  ADRIAN J MAJERLE 1691 

22  MARK L LIATTI  1915 47  BRIAN T FRAISER 1689 

23  ROGER D JOHNSON 1904 48  CHRISTIAN E FRIEDMAN 1684 

24  KIRK D PETTY 1900 49  SARVAGNA VELIDANDLA 1683 

25  TERRENCE W EDINBURGH 1900 50  ZACHARY C STEWART 1667 

!ƭŀōŀƳŀ /ƘŜǎǎ [ŜŀŘŜǊōƻŀǊŘ 
¢ƻǇ рл wŀǝƴƎǎ όǊŜǘǊƛŜǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǳǎŎƘŜǎǎΦƻǊƎ ƻƴ рκнмκмуύ 
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Individual Championship 
(March 25, 2018) 

 
 171 players cast their shadows on 
the University of South Alabama to 
compete in the Alabama State Scholastic 
Chess Championship (ASSCC) individual 
day. The feeling at the beginning of the 
day was that there were no clear favorites 
to win either the K-12 or K-8 sections; it 
would be a dogfight for top honors. 
 After the dust settled, Ben Chen 
from Florida won the High School 
section with a perfect score of 4/4. 
However, as non-Alabamians were not 
allowed to win trophies or titles, both 

went to co-runner-up Kapil Nathan with 
near-perfect 3.5/4. 
 In the Jr. High section, based on 
ratings the toughest of all sections with 
six players bosting of a rating over 1500, 
Om Badhe of Madison, AL finished 
with a perfect 4/4 to win top honors. 
Om has now accepted an invitation to the 
Barber K-8 national tournament to 
represent Alabama! Best of luck Om! 
 In the younger sections, Geon 
Park dominated the K-6 championships 
by winning with 4.5/5, only taking a draw 
in the last round when that was all needed 
to win. Primary champion (K-3) Aaditya 
Saxena also dominated his section with a 

нлму !ƭŀōŀƳŀ {ǘŀǘŜ {ŎƘƻƭŀǎǝŎ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ 
.ȅ WƻƴŀǘƘŀƴ wŀǎōŜǊǊȅ 

Intense concentration during the Team Championship. (Photo from alabamachess.org.) 


