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 The biggest Alabama chess event of 
the season, the Alabama State Scholastic 
Chess Championships (Individual and 
Team competitions), took place on March 11 
& 12, 2017, in Madison. I am proud to say 
we have extensive coverage of the event in 
this Antics. The winner of the K-8 (Junior 
High) Individual Championship, Sijing Wu, 
and the winner of the K-12 (Open) 
Individual Championship, Rochelle Wu, 
have both contributed annotated games. The 
Wu siblings are certainly making a big noise 
in Alabama chess, and beyond! Enjoy their 
commentaryñand brace yourself for the 
next time you have to play them. 
 You know, all this talk of scholastic 
chess got me in a nostalgic mood, so the 
puzzles I selected for this Antics come from 
my own scholastic tournament days, many 
years agoé Looking back, it appears some 
of the games I played then were a little 
sketchy. (Oh man, I wouldnõt have stood a 
chance against the kids we have playing in 
Alabama now!) 
 The Queen of Hearts was won by 
Eli Karp of Louisiana, but other players hit 
some high notes along the way as well. Ken 
Goodman, who has kindly contributed to 
the Antics many times before, shares two of 
his games from the Queen of Hearts, 
including his win over NM Bill Melvin.  
Congrats to Ken not only for his first master 
scalp, but also for defeating the reigning state 
champion. 
 Thanks so very much to all the 
contributors for this Antics. We are always 
looking for more people to submit games 
and articles to help tell the story of chess in 
Alabama; if you have something you would 
like to submit, please send it to the Antics 
Editor via the following email address: 

Alabama.Chess.Editor@gmail.com 
 
Games and annotations in .pgn 

format are strongly preferred. Feel free to send 
in any interesting or instructive game (with or 
without annotations), photos, etc. 
 A busy summer lies ahead; I hope to 
see you at the Vulcan Open, the Quick & 
Blitz Championships, and the Dual-Rated 
Championship, at the very least! 
 

Kindest regards, 
-Scott Varagona 

Greetings from the Editor 

ACF Membership  

 

Any individual may become a Regular 

Member  upon the payment of annual dues of 

$10.00. Regular members may enter ACF 

tournaments and receive special publications or 

notices from ACF as they are issued. Any chess 

club seeking to become an Affiliate  is 

required to file the Affiliate Information Form 

with the Secretary of the ACF and pay annual 

dues of $25.00. Benefits of becoming an 

affiliate include the right to bid to host ACF-

sanctioned events, such as the Alabama State 

Championship, and to receive advertising 

through the ACF for your tournaments.  

V. Balagee - R. Wu;  Black to Play. 

(See p. 12 for the solution.) 

http://www.alabamachess.com/cmsms/index.php?page=join
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1  FM BRADLEY J DENTON 2334 26  KENNETH W GOODMAN 1887 

2  SCOTT VARAGONA 2269 27  GUENTHER HUBER-DELLE 1873 

3  MATTHEW V PUCKETT 2225 28  AARON DECORD 1849 

4  BILL MELVIN 2200 29  KENNETH JIAO 1842 

5  REX E BLALOCK 2150 30  OM BADHE 1841 

6  STEPHEN ADAMS 2146 31  RHODES PEELE 1838 

7  ARDEN QUINLAN MARKIN 2142 32  CHARLES A SMITH 1828 

8  STEPHEN JAMES GRAVELING 2136 33  STEVE MENGXI CHEN 1826 

9  GERALD A LARSON 2133 34  CAESAR W LAWRENCE 1812 

10  SIJING WU 2088 35  TIM BOND 1803 

11  JOSEPH HAMILTON JURJEVICH 2086 36  SAMUEL CAVETT 1802 

12  WCM ROCHELLE WU 2082 37  RAY DOWNS 1800 

13  TEJAS VINAYAK THORAT 2075 38  NATHAN H SAINT 1771 

14  JOSHUA THOMAS MCCLELLAN 2058 39  LUIS J MORENILLA 1769 

15  JOSH DIVINE 2050 40  DAVID HAYES 1760 

16  GEORGE RUSYNIAK 2027 41  MOHAK AGARWALLA 1753 

17  JONATHAN RASBERRY 2018 42  BRIAN MCCORMICK 1738 

18  MILES MELVIN III 2007 43  MICHAEL B GUTHRIE 1737 

19  CHARLES L MEIDINGER 2000 44  JAMES ROBERT GRIFFIN 1717 

20  CHRISTOPHER TREES 1953 45  SARVAGNA VELIDANDLA 1717 

21  ROGER DEAN JOHNSON 1910 46  VIKHRAM BALAGEE 1714 

22  KIRK D PETTY 1900 47  KENNETH SLOAN 1707 

23  TERRENCE W EDINBURGH 1900 48  DOUGLAS STROUT 1697 

24  JEFFREY BYRD 1899 49  MARK PETERSON 1688 

25  WILLIAM BLACKMAN 1893 50  MIKE GIFFIN 1681 

Alabama Chess Leaderboard 
Top 50 Ratings (retrieved from uschess.org on May 1, 2017) 
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Arden Markin - Sijing Wu 
                  (2116)             (2082) 

AL Jr. High Individual Ch., Round 4 
Madison, AL; March 11, 2017 

 
1.e4 
 
 Entering into this game, I was 
very nervous as Arden and I both knew 
that there was a lot at stake. We were not 
the only players in contention for 1st 
place, however, because Mohak 
Agarwalla was also on 3/3. He couldõve 
at least tied for 1st if he had won his 
game, so I had to keep an eye on his 
game in order to see what result I should 
be playing for. 
 
1...c5 2.Nc3 d6 3.Nf3 Nf6 4.d4 cxd4 
5.Nxd4 a6 6.Be3 
 

 
 

6ée5 
 
 There is also 6...Ng4. I knew a 
little bit about this move and donõt mind 
playing this sometimes. 7.Bg5 (7.Bc1 Nf6 
sometimes leads to quick draws) 7...h6 
8.Bh4 g5 9.Bg3 Bg7 10.Be2 h5. 
 
7.Nb3 Be6 8.f3 
 

Markin-S. Wu: the Alabama Junior High 

Scholastic Championship 

By Sijing Wu 

Sijing Wu: the 2017 Alabama Junior High Champion. 

(Photo by Antics Editor.) 
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 My opponent started with a 
Closed Sicilian, but quickly transposed to 
the English Attack variation of the 
Najdorf. 
 
8...Be7!? 
 
 I wanted to play a setup with ...h5 
to slow down the Kingside attack, but I 
have my own special way of doing that. 
(8...h5 9.Nd5 Nxd5 10.exd5 Bf5 11.Bd3 
Bxd3 12.Qxd3.) 
 
9.Qd2 h5! 
 

 
 
 Black wins a tempo in case of 
Nd5. 
 
10.Be2 
 
 If 10.Nd5 Nxd5 11.exd5 Bf5 
12.Bd3 Bxd3 13.Qxd3, notice White loses 
a tempo by playing Qd2 and then Qxd3, 
a very small yet very important detail. 
Black has one extra tempo here as 

compared to the variation before with 
8...h5. 
 
10...Nbd7 11.0ð0ð0 b5 12.g3 
 
 A bit slow. I thought his idea was 
f4, but he never played that in the game. 
12.Rdg1 prepares for g4. 
 
12...b4 13.Nd5 Bxd5  
 
 13...Nxd5 would not be a wise 
decision here due to: 14.exd5 Bf5 
15.Qxb4; White wins a pawn. 
 
14.exd5 a5 
 

 
 
 I was reasonably comfortable with 
my position here, as my attack seems 
faster than his. 
 
15.Qd3?! 
 
 Inaccurate. I understand that his 
point was to give his knight the d2 square 


